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President's Message 


Peter Shalit <president@gesneriadsociety.org> 
Seattle, Washington, USA 


The theme of the record-breaking 2009 Convention was ENTHUSIASM. 


The Convention Committee did a super job at coordinating a complex five- 
day schedule of events for 222 gesneriad lovers from around the world. 


Elsewhere in this issue you'll find a convention wrap-up, the flower 


show report, and summaries of the membership meeting and Board meetings. 
The convention was crammed with great events. Some high points for me were: 


the Judging School where, along with a couple dozen other folks, I made 
my very first tray landscape; 

the Board Meeting, where your Gesneriad Society Board members con- 
tinued their excellent job in keeping the Society running smoothly; 

the stampede at the Chirita table of the plant sale after my slide lecture 
on Chiritas; 

the mixed emotions of seeing Mauro Peixoto's beautiful pictures of 
Sinningia species in the wild, while learning that many of them are criti- 
cally endangered due to habitat loss; 

"meeting" people in person for the first time after having gotten to know 
them online; 

snagging a choice collection of new Swedish Kohleria hybrids at the live 
auction; 

the privilege of presenting a new charter to my Gesneriad Alma Mater, 
the Greater New York Gesneriad Society, in honor of their 50-year 
anniversary. 

As in past years, this convention will be documented on a souvenir CD 


which will be available later this year. If you didn't place a pre-order, you 
can purchase a copy on The Gesneriad Society website. 


Some of the 24 workshop participants with a few 
of the tray landscapes they completed at the Judging School 
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As one friend said, it always feels like the convention is over too soon. 
Conventions are so much fun, it's hard to wait another year for the next one. 
But it's not too soon to start planning to come to beautiful Vancouver, British 
Columbia for our first Canadian convention in many years. Remember that if 
you are not a resident of Canada, you will need a passport so get your appli- 
cation in if you don't already have one. See you there! 


Over 


Convention Board Review 2009 


Allison Brigham, Recording Secretary 
Golden, Colorado, USA 


The Gesneriad Society held its 53rd Annual Convention at the Hilton 
Silver Spring Hotel in Silver Spring, Maryland, USA. President Peter Shalit 
led the Society's Board at its meetings on June 30 and July 4. The Annual 
Meeting of the General Membership convened on Friday, July 3. 


The Board elected the following officers to two-year terms ending in 
2011: Peter Shalit, President; Julie Mavity-Hudson, 2nd Vice-President; and 
Allison Brigham, Recording Secretary. The other three Officers continue in 
their current positions for another year. 


The Board approved new standing rules that require Directors to dis- 
close potential conflicts of interest and refrain from voting on actions in 
which they could be affected financially or personally, clarified budgetary and 
other procedural relations between the Society and the Gesneriad Research 
Center, and identified reporting requirements necessary for accountability for 
grants occasionally provided by the Society to other organizations. Dariane 
Joshlin will now oversee Insurance. In other actions, the Board approved 
next year's Nominating Committee, with Allison Brigham as Chair; and 
finalized and approved the Society's 2009 budget assisted by Treasurer 
Becky Fontes. 


Molly Schneider presented 2009 Awards of Appreciation to Paul Kroll, 
Julie Mavity-Hudson, and Paul Susi at the General Membership meeting. 
(See the article on page 30 of this issue.) Dr. Marisol Amaya Marquez, 
Institute of Natural Sciences, Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Bogota, 
Colombia, was the 2009 awardee of a grant ($2000) from the Elvin 
McDonald Research Endowment Fund for her project "Revision of 
Columnea section Collandra (Gesneriaceae)." Mr. Abdul Kartonegoro of the 
Bogor Agricultural University, Bogor, West Java, Indonesia, is the 2009 
recipient of the Nellie D. Sleeth Scholarship ($4500). (Article on page 38.) 

The Membership voted to accept the Nominating Committee's Slate of 
Directors for the three-year term ending in 2012: Allison Brigham, Doris 
Brownlie, John R. Clark, Becky Fontes, Mel Grice, Mollie Howell, and Paul 
Lee. 

Make a date to attend the 54th Annual Convention of The Gesneriad 
Society to be held from June 29 to July 3 in Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Canada. 
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Seed Fund 


Gussie Farrice <f.farrice@verizon.net> 
Carolyn Ripps <rippses@aol.com> 


I am writing this message having just returned from convention in Silver 
Spring. It was our best-attended convention ever, with 222 people registered. 
They came from far and near: there was the usual contingency from the US 
and Canada; members from Sweden, Russia, England, Brazil, Switzerland, 
Colombia and two brave souls from down under (Australia) also attended. 
Our friends from Japan were missed. 


Next year all U.S. members will need to have passports to attend the 
convention in Canada. I would recommend that anyone who has never come 
to a convention join us. Not only is there the excitement of the show, there is 
also an opportunity to meet some of our members from around the world. It 
is like a big family reunion. There are the wonderful lectures with lots to 
learn, and let's not forget the plant sales and seed fund. Heaven on earth! 


From my message in the Second Quarter 2009 issue, I must confess I did 
so-so with my New Year's resolutions. I did start a few plants from seed; I 
did take better care of my plants; and I did enter a plant in the convention 
show (not blue-ribbon quality, but I entered anyway). Alas the last on my 
list, to lose a few pounds, was a failure — maybe I will have better luck next 
year. In the meantime, keep those seed orders coming in. 


Recent donations from the following are helping the Seed Fund grow: 
Marlene Beam, Carol Ann Bonner, Pam Braun, Carol Callaghan, Karyn 
Cichocki, John R. Clark, Charles Hart, Ginny Heatter, Nancy Kast, Alan 
LaVergne, Barbara Matthews, Norah Otto, Mauro Peixoto, Leonard Re, 
Carolyn Ripps, David Rush, Peter Shalit, M.J. Tyler, Henry Ullman, Kathy 
Wandelmaier, Vincent Woo, Marie Selby Botanical Gardens. 


Send orders for hybrid seed to: 
Gussie Farrice, 121 Nelson Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10308 


Seed Packets — $2.00 each 


Please ¢ To pay by credit card, send your credit card number, expiration date, and 
signature, and indicate if the card is Mastercard or Visa ($6.00 minimum) 
¢ Make checks payable to the The Gesneriad Society in U.S. funds 
¢ Provide a self-addressed, stamped envelope (non-U.S. orders will have the 
postage added to their credit card bill) 
¢ List alternate choices 
¢ Include your membership number (first number on your mailing label) 


Note ¢ There is a limit of one seed packet of a single variety per order 
¢ There is a limit of 25 seed packets per order 
¢ There is a household limit of 50 seed packets per calendar year 


Seed Fund — Hybrids 


Achimenes (D) Chirita 

¢ hybrid mix (B,L) ¢ caliginosa X sericea (LM) 

¢ longiflora x 'Klaus Neubner' 'Dreamtime' x self (sp. 'New York’ 
Aeschynanthus (B) x flavimaculata) 

¢ hybrid, lg orange/red ¢ 'Moon Walker' x self 
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Chrysothemis (F,LM) 
¢ pulchella hybrid mix 
hybrid mix 
Columnea (B) 
‘Aladdin's Lamp' x self 
‘Bold Adventure’ x self 
hybrids (orange) 
Episcia (H,L,B,F) 
¢ cupreata hybrids x 'Suomi' 
cupreata hybrids mix 
lilacina 'Blue Nile' x self 
¢ hybrid mix 
mixed hybrids (5 crosses) 
Eucodonia (D,F,P) 
hybrid mix 
Gesneria (H,F,L) 
‘Flashdance’ 
¢ 'Sundrop' 
Kohleria (D) 
hondensis hybrid x 'Bermuda Red' 
¢ hybrid mix 
Seemannia 
‘Medusa’ x self 
Sinningia (D) 
canescens X leucotricha 'Max 
Dekking' 
cardinalis X glazioviana 
cardinalis 'Innocent' x iarae (LM) 
(cardinalis 'Innocent' x iarae) X self 
(cardinalis x iarae) X self 
cardinalis x double orange hybrid 
(cardinalis 'Skydiver' X iarae) xX self 
eumorpha hybrids mix (F,R) 
glazioviana X leopoldii F2 (LM) 
guttata X speciosa 'Cabo Frio' 
(iarae X cardinalis compact) X self 
leopoldii X iarae 
(leucotricha X bulbosa) X self 
(leucotricha X cardinalis) X self 
(sellovii x ‘Apricot Bouquet’) x self 
(tubiflora x ‘Apricot Bouquet’) x 
(sellovii x tubiflora) 
(tubiflora X incarnata) X self 


warmingii X curtiflora F2 

‘Anne Crowley’ (F,L) 

‘Apricot Bouquet’ seedling x 
‘Apricot Bouquet’ (LM) 

‘Apricot Bouquet’ x self (LM) 

(‘Apricot Bouquet' x self) x self (LM) 

(‘Apricot Bouquet’ x self) x 
conspicua (F,L) 

(‘Apricot Bouquet’ x self) x 
(conspicua X eumorpha) (F,L) 

‘Beata’ (leucotricha xX leopoldii) 

‘Beata’ x self (leucotricha x 
leopoldii) 
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(sp. "Florianopolis" x leopoldii) x self 


'‘Bewitched' x self (F,L) 

(‘Cheryl's Cherry Chips' x 'Buffy’) 
x self 

'Claire's Choice’ x self 

'Delta Fox' x self (F,P) 

'Desafinado' x self 

'Diego' (red) (F,L) 

'Diego' (pink) 

'Dollbaby' x self 

(‘Dollbaby' x 'Mercury') x self 

'Doris' F3 x self 

'Elin' x leucotricha 

'Good Pink' x self (F,L) 

'Gyllenblom' x 'Raketbain' 

'IO' x self 

‘Jubilee’ x self (F,L) 

'Krezdorn Yellow’ x self (L) 

‘Krishna’ X self 

"Lavender Crest' x self 

‘Little Imp' x self (F,P) 

'Maiden's Blush’ x self (F,P) 

‘Mark Twain' x self 

‘Mother of Pearl’ x self (F,P) 

‘Mothers Day' x self (F,L) 

'Neese' X self 

‘Ozark Pink Petunia’ x self 

'Pale Beauty’ x self (L) 

'Pink Pearl’ x self 

‘Premier Pink' x self (F,P) 

‘Pure Pink' x self (F,P) 

‘Purple Crest’ x self 

'Raketbain' x self 

"Ruby Red' x self (F,P) 

‘Scarlet Sunset' x self (F,P) 

‘Super Orange’ x self 

"Tampa Bay Beauty' x self (L) 

"Ted Bona' x self (F,P) 

"Xanadu' x self F2 

‘Georgia Sunset’ hybrid mix 

"Hummingbird Mix" 

hybrid (peach) x self 

miniature hybrid mix (F,P) 

miniature hybrid mix (lav/purple (F,P) 

pink hybrid mix 

peloric hybrid mix 

peloric hybrid mix, red 

Super Mini F5 


Sinningia speciosa hybrids (F,R) 


blue mix 

blue x self 

mini 
lavender 
pink 

¢ purple 

red 
rose 
white 


orchid/purple mix 

pink & rose pink 

pink mix 

pink/white mix 

pink dwarf 

purple peloric 

purple w/spots 

purple x pink 

red mix 

red w/spots 

red w/white edge 

white w/red spots 
white/lavender 
"California Minis" 
Chiltern hybrid 

blue slipper 

blue slipper x self 
lavender & pink slipper x self 
lavender slipper 

pink slipper 

red slipper 

mixed slipper 

AC1503 x speciosa 'Regina' 
Small's dwarf mix 
Charles Lawn hybrid mix 


e Early Giant mix 


Jack Evans purple mix 
Jack Evans red mix 
mixed hybrids 


Smithiantha (D) 


‘Little One' (F,L) 
hybrid mix (F,L,M) 


Streptocarpus 


(‘Amethyst' x self) x self 

‘Amy’ X self 

‘Bethan’ x self 

'Black Panther' x self 

‘Bristol's Charm’ x self 

‘Bristol's Daisy Jane’ x self 

‘Bristol's Gum Drop' x self 

‘Bristol's Hey Mei' x self 

‘Bristol's Hot Rod' x self 

‘Bristol's Ice Castle' x self 

‘Bristol's Luv It' x self 

‘Bristol's Popsicle' x self 

‘Bristol's Ripe Melon’ x self 

‘Canterbury Surprise’ x self (V) 

(‘Canterbury Surprise’ x ‘Bristol's 
Leopard Skin’) x self 

‘Canterbury Surprise’ x ‘Charlotte’ 

‘Canterbury Surprise’ x 'Coral Flair’ 
(V) 

‘Canterbury Surprise’ x ‘Emily's Song’ 

'Cape Beauties' x self (F,P) 

(‘Cape Essence' x 'Iced Pink 
Flamingo’) x un-named hybrid 

‘Charlotte’ x self 


‘Charlotte’ x 'Northwoods Bear-ly 
Salmon' 

'Crystal Wonder' x self 

‘Demeter’ X self 

‘Electric Blue’ x self 

'Elegance' x self 

"Ella Mae' x self 

"Ella Mae' x "Blue Variety" 

‘Falling Stars’ x self 

'Fancy Pants' x self 

'Fernwood's Bam Bam' x modestus 

'Fernwood's Cherries Jubilee’ x self 

'Fernwood's Fairy Princess’ x self 

‘Festival Wales' x self 

'Fleischle Princesse’ x self 

'Fleischle's Roulette Cherry’ x self 

'Franken Dainty Lady’ x self 

‘Franken Jane Elizabeth' x self 

‘Franken Stacey' x self 

'Good Vibrations' x (primulifolius x 
rexii selfed) 

'Hera' x self 

‘Ice Berg Blues' x 'Guidelines' 

‘Ice Berg Blues' x ‘Crystal Beauty’ 

‘Ice Berg Blues' x (‘Canterbury 
Surprise’ X 'Bristol's Leopard Skin’) 

‘Ice Berg Blues’ x 'Paper Moon’ 

‘Iced Amethyst Showoff x 'Bristol's 
Bluebird' 

‘Iced Amethyst Showoff" x 'Susan' 
(Iced T' x 'Twilight') x (‘Canterbury 
Surprise’ x 'Happy Snowflake’) x 

self 

‘Jane Elizabeth’ x "Blue Variety" 

‘Jenny' X self 

‘Joker' x self 

'Karen' X self 

‘Ken's Purple’ x self 

'Keri's Purple’ x self 

'Kim' x self 

"Kitten Face’ x self 

‘Midnight Flame' x self 

‘Mini Pink Fu' x self 

‘Northwoods Bear-ly Salmon’ x self 

'Northwood's Bear-ly Salmon' x 'Iced 
Amethyst Showoff 

‘Northwoods Bear-ly Salmon' x 
"Velma’ 

(pale lilac netted) x self 

‘Park's Holiday Hybrid' x self 


¢ 'Party Doll’ x self 


"Passion Pink' x self 


¢ 'Pegasus' x self 


'Persephone' x self 
'Pink Ice’ x self 
‘Popsicle’ x self 
‘Royal’ (red) 
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‘Royal’ (white/pink stripes) 

‘Sandra’ x self 

‘Scarlet Glitter’ x unknown 

‘Somerset Purple Ice' x self 

'Spooky' x self 

‘Stacey’ x "Blue Variety" 

‘Sue mini’ Xx self 

‘Susan’ X self 

'Thalia' x self 

'The King' x self 

'Ulysses' X self 

"Winterwood' x ‘Iced Pink Flamingo 

(confusus ssp confusus) X 
(polyanthus ssp verecundus) X self 

¢ johannis X unknown 

* (montigena X rexii) x self 

¢ montigena X rexii (natural hybrid) 
(primulifolius X rexii) X self 
(primulifolius X rexii selfed) x (‘Cape 

Essence’ x ‘Iced Pink Flamingo’) 

© rexil X gardenii 
rexii hybrids 

¢ Wiesmoor hybrids 


' 


hybrid, It blue/dk blue lines 
hybrid, lg purple 
hybrid, lg white 
hybrid, lg mixed colors 
hybrid, pink/pink 
hybrid, red 
hybrid, red x self 
hybrid, white/pink x self 
hybrid mix 
¢ New Zealand hybrid mix 
Subgenus Streptocarpella 
hybrids 
"White Butterfly' x self 
Intergenerics 
Paliavana prasinata x Sinningia 
macropoda MP 944 
Paliavana prasinata X Sinningia 
reitzii MP 949 
xGloxinimannia 'Circe' x self 
Mixed gesneriads 


¢ denotes LIMITED quantities 


Seed Fund Key 


Alpine or cool greenhouse 

Suitable for hanging basket 

Has dormant period, forming 
tubers or rhizomes 

Blooms readily in fluorescent light 

Recommended for greenhouses; 
requires space 

Requires humidity and warmth 

Low growing; not more than 12" 


(LM) Low to medium height 
Medium height; | to 2 feet 
Medium to tall 
Petite or miniature; under 6" 
Rosette in form 
Requires sun to bloom 
Tall plants; generally over 3 feet 
Unifoliate or single leaf 
Leaves may be variegated 


Color Photo Sponsorships 


¢ Color cover sponsored by family and friends in memory of Betty Jean Vriens 


¢ Color photo on top of page 56 sponsored by Vivian Hiltz and 
Marcia Kilpatrick in memory of Albert Buell 


¢ Color photo on bottom of page 56 sponsored by Ben Paternoster in lieu of 
speaker's honorarium from the Greater New York Gesneriad Society 


ADVERTISERS DIRECTORY 


Belisle's Violet House 
Dave's Violets 

Green Thumb Press 
Kartuz Greenhouses 
Lauray of Salisbury 
Logan Nursery 
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Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses, Inc 
Mrs Strep Streps 
Out of Africa 
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Convention 2009 attendees enjoying the trip to the US Botanic Garden, 
the Annual Membership Luncheon Meeting, and the Judges Critique 
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A Family Reunion in the 
National Capital Area 


Mel Grice <melsgrice@earthlink.net> 
Englewood, Ohio, USA 


The 2009 International Convention of The Gesneriad Society reunited 
plant enthusiasts from around the world in Silver Spring, Maryland, a 
Washington, D.C. suburb. The National Capital Area Chapter hosted the 
53rd Annual Convention boasting the highest attendance in recent history. 
Two hundred twenty-two attendees from the USA, Canada, Australia, Brazil, 
Colombia, England, Russia, Sweden, and Switzerland arrived over a period 
of several days. Some came early to do some sightseeing or transact Society 
business. Arrivals were typically greeted with exclamations of joy and much 
hugging. First-time conventioneers were warmly welcomed and embraced 
into the family of gesneriad lovers. Many times people were overheard to 
remark that this was just like a family reunion! 


The Hilton Silver Spring was a beautiful hotel located within easy walk- 
ing distance of many shops and restaurants. The hotel staff was not 
accustomed to flower show people arriving with multiple containers of plants 
and boxes of design materials, personal portable carts and even light stands, 
but they quickly adapted and were most accommodating to attendees’ needs. 
Problems with room keys were solved with a smile. Staff members enjoyed 
guest rooms filled with unusual plants awaiting entry into the show room. 


A Washington Metro station was conveniently located three blocks from 
the hotel and offered inexpensive and quick access to the Capital's museums 
and monuments. Some convention attendees bravely boarded the Metro's 
Red Line, which had been involved in a tragic accident only a few weeks 
before, and followed the example of local riders by choosing seats in the 
middle cars and leaving the first and last cars practically empty. 


By Tuesday, it was a pleasure for me to sit in on the Board of Directors 
meeting (as an in-coming Director) and rest my feet after two days of walk- 
ing around museums and monuments. All Society members should thank the 
hard-working volunteers who keep the Society running smoothly and plan 
wonderful conventions for all to enjoy. It is difficult to appreciate how much 
work is involved until one of these meetings has been experienced. 


The convention started in earnest on Wednesday with the opening break- 
fast when President Peter Shalit, Convention Chairperson Paul Susi, and 
local Co-Chairperson Nell Hennessy welcomed everyone. Then it was off to 
the judging school sessions. Bill Price taught the novice class, and Ben 
Paternoster taught the intermediate/advanced class assisted by Bob Clark. 
Karyn Cichocki and Jill Fischer conducted a workshop on how to make tray 
landscapes. All 24 workshop attendees actually created landscapes that were 
later exhibited in the artistic show room. All levels of judges usually come 
together for the afternoon session, but the group was so large that it was split 
into two with Paul Kroll and Ben Paternoster each leading a group. Later all 
judges met together for the Judges Interest Group Meeting. (It is not neces- 
sary to be a judge to attend these sessions and they are an excellent way to 
improve your knowledge of growing and showing skills. I always learn so 
much on these days.) The end of the day concluded with optional tests for 
those seeking accreditation. 
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Nell Hennessy (Local Lee sitinch (Local Jim Roberts (Flower 
Convention Co-Chair) Convention Co-Chair) Show Chairperson) 


Laurene Jones 
(Packet Chairperson) 


eu Hamelink (Plant Sales Chasen nd 
Jim Christ (Entries Chairperson) 


Quentin Schlieder (Table 
Favors Chairperson) 


mM 


Brian Connor Elizabeth ee : 
(Placement Chairperson) (Educational/Commercial M.J. Tyler 
Chairperson) (Volunteers Chairperson) 
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Denise Whitman Jo Anne Martinez Michael Riley (Judges & 
(Plant Maintenance) (Awards Chairperson) Clerks Chairperson) 


John R. Clark gave an informative presentation on his work as Director 
of the Gesneriad Research Center located at the Marie Selby Botanical 
Gardens in Sarasota, Florida. "GRC researchers are working with members 
of The Gesneriad Society to establish a conservation program that fosters 
conservation knowledge and empowers plant enthusiasts to help conserve 
gesneriads through propagation and accurate record keeping for specimens 
being grown," Dr. Clark reported. He also mentioned that Gasteranthus atra- 
tus is probably extinct in its natural habitat and only exists in collections of 
Society members, emphasizing the need for all members to become involved 
in this important preservation effort. Extinction is forever. 


A social hour sponsored by the host chapter provided time to unwind 
after a busy day of learning and test-taking followed by a dinner honoring 
chapters and members-at-large. It was a good time to reunite with old friends 
and make new ones. First-time convention attendees had a gold star on their 
badges and it was good to see so many gold stars. In celebration of the July 1 
Canada Day holiday, the large contingent from Canada serenaded us with a 
rendition of their national anthem. 


The Gesneriad Hybridizers Association (GHA) meeting is always 
eagerly anticipated. This year's program was "Creating Smaller Streps" pre- 
sented by hybridizer extraordinaire Dale Martens. She proudly showed us the 
process she used to create several beautiful compact Streps. Dale, Lee 
Stradley, and others have many reasons to do the "Happy Hybridizer's 
Dance!" Of course, everybody came away wanting to grow their new cre- 
ations. The meeting always closes with a raffle to distribute cuttings, tubers, 
and rhizomes of new plant material. Thanks to Dale, Bill Price, Paul Kroll, 
Tim Tuttle, Jim Steuerlein and others, everybody took home some special 
treasures. 


Thursday was a busy day as well with two optional tours that both 
started at the US Botanic Garden located on the National Mall at the foot of 
the US Capitol Building grounds. Attendees toured the glass conservatory at 
their own pace, but always looking for all the gesneriads that were on dis- 
play. Among them were Michael Kartuz's hybrid Sinningia 'Roxy' and a 
large Sinningia tubiflora that many compared to the one shown by Ben 
Paternoster at the 2004 Convention. A brief tour of the Mall area and 
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national monuments concluded the half-day tour. The second group enjoyed 
lunch and an afternoon visit to the National Arboretum before returning to 
the hotel. 


That afternoon, Flower Show Chairperson Jim Roberts had everything 
well under control for plants and artistic design entries. He had devised an 
interesting entry system of three plastic cups (red, white, and blue) that were 
visual guides to enable his committee members to know where each 
exhibitor was in the entry process. Bob and Dee Stewart carefully examined 
each plant for unwelcome "guests". Many classes had to be split due to the 
large number of entries. Artistic designers and show committee members 
worked late into the evening to create a wonderful show. 


The fun began at 9 p.m. with people lined up for early entry to the plant 
sales room based on the number assigned to them when they registered for 
convention. Carol Hamelink and many volunteers had prepared a real treat 
for everybody. Nancy and Jerry Kast assisted with admitting small groups to 
the room thus avoiding a stampede. The room quickly overheated with so 
many people intent on finding that special plant. (The plants probably 
enjoyed the extra heat and humidity reminding them of their natural habi- 
tats.) Everyone seemed to be having fun and came away with new varieties 
to try. And although many people were overheard to say that they didn't have 
room for any more plants at home, that didn't seem to be much of a deterrent. 
Sales were brisk. Carolyn Ripps and Gussie Farrice sold seeds from the Seed 
Fund, and Society publications, tee shirts and pins were also big sellers. 


Friday morning came around much too soon. Judges and clerks had a 7 
a.m. breakfast before receiving their judging instructions. Michael Riley had 
everything well organized for the fifteen teams who were to judge the show. 
Sixty-six exhibitors had filled two show rooms with 246 horticulture entries 
and 102 artistic and arts division entries. One educational entry and one com- 
mercial entry rounded out a fabulous show. Judging finished just in time for 
lunch, but the anticipation continued to mount as final results were not to be 
announced until the evening's banquet. 


Next it was on to lunch and the annual meeting presided over by 
President Peter Shalit. The new slate of directors was presented and 
approved. Molly Schneider and her committee presented the Awards of 
Appreciation, always a highlight of the meeting. Molly made the first presen- 
tation to Julie Mavity-Hudson, Arleen Dewell next honored Paul Kroll, and 
finally Michael Riley honored Paul Susi. All three honorees were given a 
well-deserved standing ovation for their exceptional contributions to The 
Gesneriad Society. 


Ron Myhr was in charge of arranging speakers for the convention. The 
first lecture on Friday afternoon was given by Peter Shalit on "Knowing and 
Growing the Genus Chirita." His informative talk showed photos of the dif- 
ferent groups within the genus and discussed growing conditions. Next 
Silvana Martén-Rodriguez delighted us with "Pollinators and Floral 
Evolution in Caribbean Gesneriads." Her presentation included video clips of 
hummingbird and bat pollinators. 


Finally there was a little time to rest before sprucing up for the cocktail 
hour and banquet. After dinner, Awards Chairperson Jo Anne Martinez pre- 
sented the numerous awards. Bill Price always delights and educates 
convention-goers with something seldom-seen, and this year was no excep- 
tion. His Conandron ramondioides was awarded Best in Horticulture. To 
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Ron Myhr Peter Shalit Tim Tuttle 
(Speakers Chairperson) (Speaker) (Speaker) 
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Mauro Peixoto Silvana Martén-Rodriguez John R. Clark 
(Speaker) (Speaker) (GRC Director) 


bring it to its state of horticultural excellence, Bill had attempted to mimic 
the plant's natural habitat by carrying this alpine gesneriad outside each 
evening and inside each day. Then he carried it all the way from Vancouver 
on an airplane. Carol Hamelink won Sweepstakes in Horticulture with many 
beautiful, well-grown plants including the stunning Sinningia species 
"Florianopolis". Paul Sorano of Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses received runner- 
up to Best in Show with a floriferous Aeschynanthus humilis. Olive Ma 
Robinson exhibited an outstanding specimen of Columnea 'Broget 
Stavanger’. Many other plants deserve special mention but space does not 
permit. You can see some of their photos in this issue of our journal and all 
the award winners on our website. 


Photographers were up early on Saturday morning to take pictures. Then 
Shows and Judging Chair Ben Paternoster led a large group of judges and 
clerks around the showroom. His critique is an invaluable learning experi- 
ence and sparks many discussions. It proves that there are many ways of 
looking at plants and other types of exhibits — and this experience is always 
an important educational experience for judges. Then it was time for the last 
two lectures of the convention. Tim Tuttle presented "Knowing and Growing 
Petrocosmea" to everyone's delight. All who attended came away wanting 
his new hybrids. Mauro Peixoto from Brazil next presented "Sinningia: 
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Some of our International Attendees at Convention 2009: 


Ingrid and Sven Lindskog Alain Chautems 
(Sweden) (Switzerland) 


Marisol Amaya Marquez John and Sue Hodges 
(Colombia) (Australia) 


Bob Counsell Paul Lee Vladimir and Tatiana Kalgin 
(United Kingdom) (Canada) (Russia) 
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Genus Overview and Recent Collections." Particularly fascinating was how 
he presented examples of different species of Sinningia arranged by habitats 
which put their cultural requirements into perspective. This information 
should make us all better growers. 


Soon it was time for the silent auction to close. With many people wait- 
ing until the last few seconds to make their final winning bids, you could feel 
the excitement in the air. Then it was off to the luncheon honoring commer- 
cial growers. Not to be outdone by the Canadians, members from the USA 
serenaded the group with "The Star Spangled Banner" in celebration of the 
Fourth of July. (Is this the start of a new tradition of singing at convention?) 
Michael Riley then gave a moving tribute to the late Albert Buell, one of the 
early founders of the then-called American Gloxinia Society. Auctioneer Bill 
Price and his able-bodied assistants proceeded to entertain us with the ever- 
popular live auction. People came ready to bid on the numerous plants, 
cuttings and other items donated to raise money for the Elvin McDonald 
Research Endowment Fund. Bidding would start low and instantly escalate 
to $100 or more for such popular items as a leaf from Bill's Conandron 
ramondioides (3 were sold), Tim Tuttle's new Petrocosmeas and Dale 
Marten's new compact Streptocarpus. Several show plants were also donated 
to the auction, and over $6,700 was raised for a worthy cause. 


Time for one last look at the show and a quick visit to the sales room to 
see what had been missed, and then all too quickly it was time to break down 
the show. What took many hours of work was dismantled in a flurry of activ- 
ity in less than an hour. Elevators were at a premium to take plants back to 
the rooms before attendees could freshen up for our dinner trip to 
Washington, D.C. to Phillips Seafood Restaurant. Attendees got their exer- 
cise for the day going back several times to sample all that was available on 
the unlimited seafood buffet. Then it was time to get back on the buses for 
our return to the hotel. Everyone on board was delighted when the first bus 
driver could not make a right turn due to a car parked on a corner — a traffic 
obstacle that allowed the group to enjoy a wonderful view of the Fourth of 
July fireworks for a while. All too soon the owner of the parked car was 
located and moved it out of the way. Much to the group's dismay, the driver 
was then able to return us to our hotel. Everyone gathered in the lobby for 
final hugs and farewells. The family reunion was over until next year. 


Nell Hennessy, Lee Linett, Jim Roberts, Carol Hamelink, Paul Susi, 
Jeanne Katzenstein, Bob Clark and their committees put on a great conven- 
tion for everyone to enjoy. Thanks for a job well done! 


This is Mel Grice's fourth convention and according to him, each one 
seems to get better and better. "I worked for 31 years and thought that I 
couldn't take off for so long during the summer to attend convention," he 
says. "I had to content myself with reading articles like this one, wishing all 
the time that I had been there in person. Nothing can compare to the friend- 
ships you make and the learning that goes on when you attend a convention 
in person. 

"There are fabulous growers in Vancouver and the Canadians will put on 
a great show in 2010. You should experience a Gesneriad Society 
Convention for yourself, don't just read about it. Do whatever it takes (that's 
legal) to join the family reunion in Vancouver! I'll see you there!" 
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Gary Hunter Keri Buell John Buell 


National Capital Area Chapter Members: 
Frank Daspit, Nell Hennessy, Kyoko Imai, Brian Connor, Jim Roberts 
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The Shopping Mall 


"OZARK" Sinningias, African 
Violets and other Gesneriads. Email: 
<plantman@ipa.net> (no catalog). 
Dave's Violets, 1372 S. Kentwood 
Avenue, Springfield, MO 65804 (417) 
887-8904 <www.davesviolets.com>. 


OUT OF AFRICA, Blooming Strep- 
tocarpus. Send $1 for catalog. Gary S. 
Mikita, 2842 Brown St., Portage, IN 
46368. Phone (219) 763-4861. E-mail 
garymikita@cs.com. 


GLOXINIAS Specializing in double 
flowered. Logan Nursery — Wayne, NE 
68787; Web-site: Gloxiniane.com; 
E-mail: Gloxiniane @ Yahoo.com; 402- 
375-3029. 


MRS STREP STREPS - Strepto- 
carpus, Chiritas, and other Gesneriads. 
Email for list of available plants. Kathy 
Spissman, 4086 Brownlee Dr., Tucker, 
GA 30084. Phone (770) 939-5289. 
Email: mrsstrepstreps @ comcast.net. 


PAT'S PETS, Gesneriads and African 
Violets. Send $2.00 for catalog. Pat's 
Pets, 4189 Jarvis Rd., Hillsboro, MO 
63050. Phone (636) 789-3604. 
E-mail PATSPETS @sbcglobal.net. 
Internet Home Page (catalog) 
http://www. geocities.com/patspets @ 
sbcglobal.net. 
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Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses, Inc. 


14 Mutchler Street 


Dept. GX Dolgeville NY 13329 


Place of origin of World Famous 
African Violets — Columneas — Episcias — Streptocarpus — Sinningias 


We also carry: Aeschynanthus — Chiritas — Rex Begonias — Orchids 
and many other exotic houseplants! 


Open Daily: M-F 8am - 4PM 
Sat: 10-4 / Sun: CALL! 
Phone: (315) 429-8291 


Visit us at: www.lyndonlyon.com 
or send $3.00 for Catalog 
We also carry Supplies! 


Belisle's 


Catalog $2.00 


Marcia Belisle 
P.O. Box 111 
Radisson, WI 54867 


Heirloom Violets 
Choice Gesneriads 
Unusual Houseplants 


belislesviolethouse @ yahoo.com 
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Flower Show Awards 


Jo Anne Martinez, Awards Chairperson 
<4jam@tampabay.rr.com> Tampa, Florida, USA 


The flower show in Silver Springs was one of the largest, if not the 
largest, convention show — there were 350 entries from 66 exhibitors. The 
diversity of the plant material and quality was outstanding as was demon- 
strated in our Best in Show plant of Conandron ramondioides. I had never 
seen so many well-grown Petrocosmeas. Class 36, Petrocosmeas Grown for 
Ornamental Qualities, had to be split into six different classes. And the collec- 
tions - WOW! Collection Class 46 was split into three different classes. All 
of us who attended the show were inspired by the many beautiful exhibits. 


We had only two special awards not awarded — Best Thad's Hybrid 
donated by Thad Scaggs and Best Educational Exhibit donated by the 
Greater New York Gesneriad Society in memory of Stanley Schwartz. These 
awards will be offered again next year so please start planning. Even though 
this show was so large and many classes were divided, I was able to recog- 
nize all the deserving exhibits. The generosity of the many chapters and 
wonderful members made this possible. Thank you! If you were unable to 
attend, log on to our website and enjoy viewing the beautiful exhibits and/or 
you can purchase the Convention CD when it becomes available. 


The winners from the 2009 Convention Flower Show held in Silver 
Spring are as follows: 


SPECIAL AWARDS 
SWEEPSTAKES IN HORTICULTURE -— to Carol Hamelink with 6 blue ribbons, a cash award from 
the New England Chapter in memory of Jessie Crisafulli 
RUNNER-UP TO SWEEPSTAKES IN HORTICULTURE - to Nancy Kast with 5 blue and 7 red rib- 
bons, a cash award from Lee Linett in honor of Speakers Chair Ron Myhr and this year's speakers 
SECOND RUNNER-UP TO SWEEPSTAKES IN HORTICULTURE - to Tim Tuttle with 5 blue and 
6 red ribbons, a cash award from Jo Anne Martinez 
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Carol Hamelink — Sweepstakes in Bill Price — Best In Show 
Horticulture with 6 blue ribbons Conandron ramondioides 
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Sinningia species "Florianopolis" Streptocarpus 'Shy Blue' 


Two of the six blue-ribbon entries that earned Carol Hamelink 
Sweepstakes in Horticulture 


BEST IN SHOW - to Bill Price for Conandron ramondioides, a cash award from the Long Island 
Chapter in honor of the 50th Anniversary of the Greater New York Gesneriad Society 

RUNNER-UP TO BEST IN SHOW - to Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses, Inc. for Aeschynanthus humilis, a 
cash award from Betsy Gottshall in memory of Laura Shannon 

SWEEPSTAKES IN ARTISTIC — to Karyn Cichocki with 4 blue ribbons, a cash award from Leonard 
Re in honor of Dale Martens and Bill Price 

RUNNER-UP TO SWEEPSTAKES IN ARTISTIC — to Olive Ma Robinson with 3 blue ribbons, a 
cash award from the San Francisco Gesneriad Chapter in memory of Irene Fey 

BEST ARTISTIC — to Olive Ma Robinson for her underwater arrangement "Silver Spring", a cash 
award from Helen Bortvedt in memory of Dick Bortvedt 

RUNNER-UP TO BEST ARTISTIC — to Jill Fischer for her straight-sided terrarium, a cash award 
from the Vancouver AV & Gesneriad Chapter 

BEST IN ARTS -— to Julie Mavity-Hudson for her color print of Columnea tenella GRE11103, a cash 
award from Norman Chenkin in memory of Norma Chenkin 

RUNNER-UP TO BEST IN ARTS - to Dale Martens for her color print of a Streptocarpus seedling, a 
cash award from Lee Linett in honor of Jim Roberts, Nell Hennessy, Carol Hamelink and members 
of the National Capital Area Chapter 

BEST IN COMMERCIAL/EDUCATIONAL - to Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses, Inc. for their commer- 
cial display table, a cash award from Vladimir Kalgin 

BEST NEW WORLD TUBEROUS GESNERIAD IN FLOWER - to Carol Hamelink for Sinningia 
species "Florianopolis", a cash award from the Liberty Bell Chapter 

BEST NEW WORLD RHIZOMATOUS GESNERIAD IN FLOWER - to Jo Anne Martinez for 
Amalophylion clarkii, a cash award from the Tampa Bay Gesneriad Chapter 

BEST NEW WORLD FIBROUS-ROOTED GESNERIAD IN FLOWER - to Olive Ma Robinson for 
Columnea sanguinea, a cash award from Helen Bortvedt in memory of Dick Bortvedt 

BEST OLD WORLD GESNERIAD IN FLOWER - to Bill Price for Chirita dielsii, a cash award from 
Norman Chenkin in memory of Norma Chenkin 

BEST GESNERIAD GROWN FOR ORNAMENTAL QUALITIES — to Olive Ma Robinson for 
Columnea 'Broget Stavanger’, a cash award from the Greater New York Chapter in memory of 
Norma Chenkin, and a cash award from Peter Shalit in honor of the board, committee chairs, staff, 
and officers of The Gesneriad Society 

BEST NEW GESNERIAD - to Carolyn Conlin-Lane for Chirita 'Louisa', a cash award from Vladimir 
Kalgin 

BEST LESSER-KNOWN GESNERIAD - to Bill Price for Conandron ramondioides, a cash award 
from the Frelinghuysen Arboretum Gesneriad Chapter in memory of Maryjane Evans, and a cash 
award from the Northern Illinois Gesneriad Chapter 

BEST COLLECTION OF GESNERIADS -— to Paul Kroll for his Petrocosmea Collection, a cash award 
from Doris Carson 

BEST TRAINED OR SCULPTURED GESNERIAD - to Charlene Marietti for Columnea 'Goldheart’, 
a cash award from Brett Flewelling 

BEST ARRANGEMENT OF FRESH CUT AND/OR GROWING MATERIAL -— to Paul Kroll for 
"Fireworks", a cash award from Vladimir Kalgin 
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BEST ARRANGEMENT OF FRESH CUT MATERIAL - to Olive Ma Robinson for "Silver Spring”, 
a cash award from Karyn Cichocki in honor of Ben Paternoster, and a cash award from the 
Peninsula Gesneriad Society in memory of Fred Stryker 

BEST ARRANGEMENT OF GROWING GESNERIADS - to Judy Zinni for "National Museum of 
the American Indian", a cash award from the Culver City Gesneriad Chapter, and a cash award from 
the Delta Gesneriad & AV Society 

BEST PLANTING OF GROWING MATERIAL - to Karyn Cichocki for her natural garden (less than 
12"), a cash award from the Tennessee Gesneriad Society in honor of chapter members Diane & 
Chuck Fisher, and a cash award from the Delaware AV & Gesneriad Society 

BEST IN PHOTOGRAPHY - to Dale Martens for her photo of a Streptocarpus seedling, an endowed 
award from the Crisafulli family in memory of Jessie and Anthony Crisafulli 

BEST ARTS & CRAFTS REPRESENTING GESNERIADS — to Randy Baron for his watercolor 
Botanical Study of Sinningia macropoda (dwarf), a cash award from the National Capital Area 
Chapter, and a cash award from Judy DuPont 

BEST COMMERCIAL DISPLAY - to Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses, Inc., a cash award from the 
Gesneriad-Dicts of Western New York Chapter 

BEST RECENTLY REGISTERED HYBRID - to Gail Gray for Streptocarpus ‘Dale's Scarlet Macaw’, 
a cash award from the Gesneriad Hybridizers Association 

BEST NEW SPECIES — to Tim Tuttle for Diastema species "Red Falls", a cash award from Jeanne 
Katzenstein in memory of Maryjane Evans 

BEST SCENTED GESNERIAD - to Tim Tuttle for Chiritopsis repanda var. guilinensis, a cash award 
from the Greater New York Gesneriad Society in memory of Jim Fryer 

BEST CHIRITA — to Bill Price for Chirita dielsii, a cash award from the Mt. Hood Chapter in memory 
of Valerie Miller 

BEST COLUMNEA - to Olive Ma Robinson for Columnea 'Broget Stavanger’, a cash award from the 
Greater New York Gesneriad Society in memory of Miriam Goldberg 

BEST EPISCIA OR ALSOBIA - to Lynn Cook and Troy Ray for Alsobia 'Cygnet’, a cash award from 
the Greater New York Gesneriad Society in memory of Phyllis Rosenbluth 

BEST KOHLERIA - to Kathy Spissman for Kohleria 'Peridot's Mango Martini’, a cash award from 
Lee Linett in honor of this year's convention chairpersons and all the volunteers 

BEST PETROCOSMEA - to Tim Tuttle for Petrocosmea rosettifolia, a cash award from the Gloxinia 
Gesneriad Growers 

BEST SINNINGIA -— to Carol Hamelink for Sinningia species "Florianopolis", a cash award from the 
Greater New York Gesneriad Society in memory of Marty and Zelda Mines, and a cash award from 
the Atlanta Interest Group in memory of Bill Crews 

BEST STREPTOCARPUS -— to Carol Hamelink for Streptocarpus 'Shy Blue’, a cash award from the 
Greater New York Gesneriad Society in memory of Irwin Rosenblum, and a cash award from Kathy 
Spissman 

BEST SEWN, STITCHED OR BEADED ~— to Jill Fischer for her counted cross-stitch picture of a 
Saintpaulia hybrid, a cash award from Wallace Wells in memory of Doug Hawley 

BEST GESNERIAD EXHIBITING FRUIT — to Carol Hamelink for Columnea orientandina, an 
endowed cash award from the Frelinghuysen Arboretum Gesneriad Society in memory of Maryjane 
Evans 

BEST GESNERIAD GROWN BY A FIRST-TIME CONVENTION ATTENDEE - to Nancy Carr for 
Petrocosmea begoniifolia, a cash award from Molly Schneider in honor of her husband Rickey who 
waters all her gesneriads 

JUDGES AWARD OF MERIT -— to Carol Hamelink for Sinningia amambayensis, a cash award from 
Jo Anne Martinez 


Underwater Arrangement Natural Garden (Best Planting) 


"Silver Spring" (Best Artistic) exhibited by Karyn Cichocki 
exhibited by Olive Ma Robinson (winner of Artistic Sweepstakes) 
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CLASS AWARDS 

SECTION A — New World Gesneriads in Flower — Tuberous 

Class | — Sinningia speciosa 'Carangola' — to Ben Paternoster, a cash award from John and Keri Buell 
in memory of Albert Buell 

Class 2 — Sinningia macropoda (dwarf) — to Arleen Dewell, a cash award from Susan Grose in mem- 
ory of Albert Buell, and a cash award from Fay and Irwin Wagman in honor of Peter Shalit and Bob 
Clark 

Class 3 — Sinningia species "Florianopolis" — to Carol Hamelink, a cash award from Alan and Debra 
LaVergne in memory of Irene Fey 

Class 4A — Sinningia 'Heartland's Dancing’ — to Ben Paternoster, a cash award from Paul Susi in honor 
of the host chapter, the National Capital Area Chapter, and Frances Batcheller, and a cash award 
from Marilyn Allen in memory of Norma Chenkin 

Class 4B — Sinningia 'Ozark Red Lightning' — to Doris Brownlie, a cash award from Betsy Gottshall in 
memory of Eileen Morrison 

Class 5 — Sinningia 'Deep Purple Dreamin’ — to Beverley Williams, a cash award from Mel Grice in 
honor of Paul Kroll, and a cash award from Judy Zinni in honor of Doris Brownlie 

Class 6 — Sinningia pusilla 'White Sprite' — to Paul Susi, a cash award from the Frelinghuysen 
Arboretum Gesneriad Chapter in memory of Susan Schlieder 

Class 7 — xSinvana 'Mount Magazine’ — to Carol Hamelink, a cash award from Carolyn Conlin-Lane in 
honor of Daphne Yaremko 

SECTION B — New World Gesneriads in Flower — Rhizomatous 

Class 9A — Kohleria 'Pink Shadows' — to John Boggan, a cash award from Susan Gross in honor of 
Frances Batcheller 

Class 9B — Kohleria 'Peridot's Mango Martini’ — to Kathy Spissman, a cash award from Charlene 
Marietti in honor of those who generously and graciously share their knowledge of gesneriads, and a 
cash award from Paul Kroll in honor of Tim Tuttle 

Class 13A — Amalophyllon clarkii — to Jo Anne Martinez, a cash award from Frances Ratte 

Class 13B — Pearcea hypocyrtiflora — to Nancy Kast, a cash award from Bill Price in honor of Monte 
Watler 

SECTION C — New World Gesneriads in Flower — Fibrous-Rooted 

Class 15A — Columnea 'Eewun' — to Lynn Cook and Troy Ray, a cash award from Ben Paternoster in 
appreciation of the Silver Spring Convention judging school teachers: Karyn Cichocki, Bob Clark, 
Arleen Dewell, Jill Fischer, Paul Kroll, and Bill Price 

Class 15B — Columnea lehmannii — to Olive Ma Robinson, a cash award from Alan and Debra 
LaVergne in memory of Fred Stryker 

Class 16 — Alsobia 'Cygnet' — to Lynn Cook and Troy Ray, a cash award from Susan Grose in honor of 
Julie Mavity-Hudson, and a cash award from Carol Brown 

Class 17 — Gesneria 'Ako Cardinal Flight’ — to Nancy Kast, a cash award from Paul Kroll in honor of 
Ben Paternoster, and a cash award from Mary Bozoian in memory of Anne Crowley 

SECTION D —- Old World Gesneriads in Flower 

Class 20 — Aeschynanthus humilis — to Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses, Inc., a cash award from Carol 
Hamelink 

Class 21A — Chirita dielsii — to Bill Price, a cash award from the Frelinghuysen Arboretum Gesneriad 
Chapter in honor of Quentin Schlieder 

Class 21B — Chirita sinensis 'Latifolia' — to Richard Carr, a cash award from Tom Bruning 

Class 22A — Chirita 'Nimbus' — to Bev Promersberger, a cash award from Becky Fontes 

Class 22B — Chirita 'Cynthia' — to Carolyn Conlin-Lane, a cash award from the Toronto Gesneriad 
Society in honor of Daphne Yaremko who, in spite of her disabilities, is still most interested in The 
Gesneriad Society, its plants and its members, and a cash award from Judy Zinni in honor of Bill 
Price 

Class 23A — Petrocosmea begoniifolia — to Nancy Carr, a cash award from Rosemary Platz in honor of 
Tim Tuttle 

Class 24 — Saintpaulia ionantha ssp. grotei 'Silvert' — to Karyn Cichocki, a cash award from Paul Kroll 
in honor of Arleen Dewell, and a cash award from Mary Bozoian in memory of Al Buell 

Class 25 — Saintpaulia ‘Rob's Twinkle Pink' — to Carolyn Conlin-Lane, a cash award from Linda 
Golubski 

Class 26 — Saintpaulia 'Raspberry Sizzle' — to Carolyn Conlin-Lane, a cash award from Judy Zinni in 
honor of Monte Watler, and a cash award from Carol Ann Burrell 

Class 27 — Saintpaulia 'Optimara Annabelle’ — to Sylvia Taub, a cash award from the Toronto 
Gesneriad Society in honor of Monte Watler who is "Mr. Gesneriad" and the most gracious of hosts 

Class 30 — Streptocarpus johannis JT-04-06 — to Bob Stewart, a cash award from M.J. Tyler in mem- 
ory of Dave Tyler 

Class 31A — Streptocarpus 'Shy Blue' — to Carol Hamelink, a cash award from the Greater New York 
Gesneriad Society in memory of Jo and Doug Hawley 

Class 31B — Streptocarpus ‘Summer Parfait' — to Carol Hamelink, a cash award from Brian Connor 
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Amalophyllon clarkii Columnea sanguinea 


(Best New World Rhizomatous) (Best New World Fibrous-Rooted) 
exhibited by Jo Anne Martinez exhibited by Olive Ma Robinson 


Chirita dielsii 
(Best Old World Fibrous-Rooted) 
exhibited by Bill Price 


Chirita 'Louisa' Columnea 'Goldheart' 


(Best New Gesneriad) (Best Trained or Sculptured) 
exhibited by Carolyn Conlin-Lane exhibited by Charlene Marietti 
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Columnea 'Broget Stavanger’ Diastema sp. "Red Falls" 
(Best Grown for Ornamental Qualities) (Best New Species) 
exhibited by Olive Ma Robinson exhibited by Tim Tuttle 


Petrocosmea Collection (Best Collection) 
exhibited by Paul Kroll 


Columnea orientandina (Best Gesneriad Petrocosmea begoniifolia 
Exhibiting Fruit, an endowed award (Best Gesneriad Grown by a 
in memory of Maryjane Evans) First-Time Convention Attendee) 
exhibited by Carol Hamelink exhibited by Nancy Carr 
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Class 31C — Streptocarpus ‘Dale's Scarlet Macaw' — to Gail Gray, a cash award from the Vestal A.V. 
and Gesneriad Chapter, and a cash award from Brett Flewelling 

Class 32A — Boea hemsleyana — to Nancy Kast, a cash award from Doris Carson 

Calss 32B — Chiritopsis repanda var. guilinensis — to Tim Tuttle, a cash award from Jeanne 
Katzenstein, editor of GESNERIADS, with special thanks to all the staff, writers and photographers 
who contribute so much to the success of our journal 

SECTION E - Gesneriads Grown for Ornamental Qualities other than Flowers 

Class 33A — Chirita sinensis 'Hisako' — to Carol Hamelink, a cash award from Bob Clark in memory of 
Robert Clark, Sr. 

ve 33B — Chirita 'Stardust' — to Carol Hamelink, a cash award from Arleen Dewell in honor of Paul 

usi 

Class 33C — Chirita 'Cynthia'— to Julie Thompson, a cash award from Nancy Tozer 

Class 33D — Chirita 'Destiny' — to Doris Brownlie, a cash award from Sylvia Taub 

Class 34A — Episcia lilacina ‘Blue Nile’ — to Arleen Dewell, a cash award from Allison Brigham con- 
gratulating the host chapter 

Class 34B — Episcia 'Heartland's Graybeard' — to Tim Tuttle, a cash award from Judy Houcke 

Class 35 — Episcia 'Pink Dreams' — to Jill Fischer, a cash award from the Grow & Study Gesneriad 
Chapter 

Class 36A — Petrocosmea forrestii — to LaDonna Hopson, a cash award from Paul Kroll in honor of 
Monte Watler, and a cash award from Judy Zinni in honor of Paul Kroll 

Class 36B — Petrocosmea rosettifolia — to Tim Tuttle, a cash award from the Long Island Chapter in 
memory of Marie Donnelly 

Class 36C — Petrocosmea sericea HT-1 — to Nancy Carr, a cash award from Judy Houcke 

Class 36D — Petrocosmea begoniifolia — to Sylvia Taub, a cash award from Nelly Levine 

Class 36E — Petrocosmea flaccida — to Nancy Carr, a cash award from Paul Kroll in honor of Nancy 
and Jerry Kast, and a cash award from Bonita Hutcheson in honor of Allison Brigham 

Class 36F — Petrocosmea 'Short'nin' Bread’ — to Julie Thompson, a cash award from Arleen Dewell in 
honor of all first-time Gesneriad Society Convention attendees, and a cash award from Shirley 
Mitchell 

Class 37 — Columnea 'Broget Stavanger’ — to Olive Ma Robinson, a cash award from Ben Paternoster 
in honor of Frances Batcheller 

Class 38A — Sinningia leucotricha — to Betsy Sherwin, a cash award from Bill Price in honor of Arleen 
Dewell 

Class 38B — Nautilocalyx glandulifer — to Paul Kroll, a cash award from Anna Tydniouk 

Class 39 — Columnea ‘Frosty Hills' — to Nancy Kast, a cash award from Paul Kroll in honor of Karyn 
Cichocki, and a cash award from Mary Bozoian in memory of Jessie and Tony Crisafulli 

SECTION F —- New Gesneriads 

Class 40 — Diastema species "Red Falls" — to Tim Tuttle, a cash award from the Greater New York 
Gesneriad Society in memory of Al and Diantha Buell 

Class 42A — Kohleria 'Rattlesnake' — to John Boggan, a cash award from Jill Fischer in memory of 
Maryjane Evans, Norma Chenkin, and Betty Vriens 

Class 42B — Sinningia 'Matt Hudson' — to Tim Tuttle, a cash award from Nancy Kast in honor of Bill 
Price 

Class 42C — Chirita 'Louisa' — to Carolyn Conlin-Lane, a cash award from the National Capital Area 
Chapter 

SECTION G - Lesser-Known Gesneriads Seldom Grown or Seen in Shows 

Class 44 — Conandron ramondioides — to Bill Price, a cash award from Tim Tuttle in honor of Paul 
Kroll, Bill Price, Ben Paternoster, Arleen Dewell, Dale Martens, and Frances Batcheller 

Class 45 — Ornithoboea arachnoidea — to Nancy Kast, a cash award from Suzie Larouche in honor of 
Daphne Yaremko and Doris Brownlie 

SECTION H - Collections of Gesneriads 

Class 46A — Petrocosmea Collection — to Paul Kroll, a cash award from Dale Martens 

Class 46B — Chirita Collection — to Beverley Williams, a cash award from the Gateway West 
Gesneriad Chapter 

Class 46C — Streptocarpus Collection — to Lee Stradley, a cash award from Ben Paternoster in appreci- 
ation of all who contributed to the 2009 manual for judges and exhibitors 

SECTION I - Trained or Sculptured Gesneriads 

Class 48 — Columnea 'Goldheart' — to Charlene Marietti, a cash award from Judith Fox in loving mem- 
ory of Floss Dworkin, and a cash award from Dariane Joshlin 

SECTION K - Arrangements of Fresh Cut and/or Growing Material 

Class 51 — "Fireworks" — to Paul Kroll, a cash award from the Liberty Bell Gesneriad Chapter 

Class 52 — "International Spy Museum" — to Neale Stuart-Merriman, a cash award from Karyn 
Cichocki in memory of Al Buell, Bill Crews, and Betty Vriens 
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"Fireworks" (Best Arrangement of "National Museum of the American 
Fresh-Cut and/or Growing Material) Indian" (Best Arrangement of Growing 
exhibited by Paul Kroll Gesneriads) exhibited by Judy Zinni 


Class 53 — "Folger Shakespeare Library" — to Mel Grice, a cash award from Susan Grose in honor of 
Seed Fund Chairs Carolyn Ripps and Gussie Farrice, and a cash award from Mary Bozoian in mem- 
ory of Helen Freidberg 

Class 54 — "Cherry Blossom Parade" — to Paul Kroll, a cash award from Paul Kroll in honor of Bill 
Price, and a cash award from Barbara Festenstein 

SECTION L - Arrangements of Fresh Cut Gesneriad Material 

Class 55 — "Rock Creek" Challenge Class — to Barbara Stewart, a cash award from Ben Paternoster in 
appreciation of the judges, clerks, and flower show staff at the Silver Spring Convention 

Class 56 — "Kite Festival" — to Judy Zinni, a cash award from the Toronto Gesneriad Society in honor 
of Stan Studol, their tireless and creative webmaster, archivist, librarian, parliamentarian and 
newsletter editor 

Class 57 — "Textile Museum" — to Olive Ma Robinson, a cash award from Nelly Levine 

Class 58 — "Silver Spring" — to Olive Ma Robinson, a cash award from Bill Price in honor of Paul 
Kroll 

SECTION M - Arrangements of Growing Gesneriad Material 

Class 59 — "Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens" — to Olive Ma Robinson, a cash award from the Greater 
New York Gesneriad Society in memory of Emily Jones 

Class 60 — "National Museum of the American Indian" — to Judy Zinni, a cash award from Paul Kroll 
in honor of Mary Bozoian and a cash award from Irina Nicholson 

Class 61 — "Old Towne Alexandria, VA" — to Karyn Cichocki, a cash award from Bill Price in honor of 
Ben Paternoster 

SECTION N - Plantings of Growing Material 

Class 62 — Terrarium, straight sided — to Jill Fischer, a cash award from the Greater New York 
Gesneriad Society in honor of Society Founder Elvin McDonald on the occasion of the 50th 
Anniversary of the founding of the Greater New York Gesneriad Society 

Class 63 — Terrarium, curved — to Karyn Cichocki, a cash award from Arleen Dewell in honor of 
Doreen Hovermale, and a cash award from Susan Allison 

Class 64 — Tray Landscape (less than 12") — to Karyn Cichocki, a cash award from Sylvia Svitak in 
memory of Joe Svitak 

Class 65 — Tray Landscape (12" to 24") — to Mel Grice, a cash award from Paul Kroll in honor of Bob 
Counsell, and a cash award from Judith Fox in memory of Stan Schwartz 

Class 66 — Natural Garden (less than 12") — to Karyn Cichocki, a cash award from Allison Lovell in 
memory of Elsie Lovell 

Class 67 — Natural Garden (12" to 24") — to Jill Fischer, a cash award from the Heart of America 
Chapter with appreciation of all gesneriad judges willing to travel out of town to judge chapter 
shows 
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Color Print of Columnea tenella Color Print of Streptocarpus Seedling 
GRE11103 (Best in Arts) (Best in Photography, an endowed 
exhibited by Julie Mavity-Hudson award in memory of Jessie and Anthony 
Crisafulli) exhibited by Dale Martens 


Straight-Sided Terrarium Watercolor of Sinningia macropoda 
(Runner-Up to Best Artistic) (dwarf) (Best in Arts & Crafts) 
exhibited by Jill Fischer exhibited by Randy Baron 


SECTION P - Photography 

Class 70A — Color Print of Columnea tenella GRE11103 (partial plant) — to Julie Mavity-Hudson, a 
cash award from Irina Nicholson 

Class 70B — Color Print of Petrocosmea rosettifolia (flower) — to Wallace Wells, a cash award from 
Sara and Ray Coyle 

Class 70C — Color Print of Drymonia collegarum (partial plant) — to Maurice Marietti, a cash award from 
Ben Paternoster in appreciation of all the exhibitors at the Silver Spring Convention 

Class 71 — Color Print of Streptocarpus seedling (whole plant) — to Dale Martens, a cash award from 
Paul Kroll in honor of Carol Schreck, and a cash award from Arleen Dewell in memory of Nellie D. 
Sleeth 

Class 72 — Color Print of Rhytidophyllum tomentosum (natural habitat) — to Pam Braun, a cash award 
from Paul Kroll in honor of Frances Batcheller and Tom Bruning 

Class 73 — Monochrome Print of Nematanthus striatus flower — to Jim Roberts, a cash award from 
Arleen Dewell in memory of Norma Chenkin 

SECTION Q - Arts and Crafts Representing Gesneriads 

Class 74 — Watercolor Botanical Study of Sinningia macropoda (dwarf) — to Randy Baron, a cash 
award from the Greater New York Gesneriad Society in memory of Blossom Shelton 

Class 75 — Counted Cross-Stitch Picture of a Saintpaulia hybrid — to Jill Fischer, a cash award from 
Carol Schreck 

Class 76 — Broken China Mosaic Tabletop of xCodonatanthus 'Barsoom'— to Carol Ann Bonner, a cash 
award from Arleen Dewell in honor of Paul Kroll 

SECTION R - Commercial Displays 

Class 78 — Display table (less than 10 plants) — to Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses, Inc., a cash award from 
Becky Fontes 
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How I Grow Conandron ramondioides 


Bill Price <billprice@shaw.ca> 
North Vancouver, BC, Canada 


I obtained this plant as a leaf cutting from Kenji Hirose at The Gesneriad 
Society Convention in 2006. I placed the leaf in a small pot of vermiculite 
which I kept covered and at the end of a two-tube shelf. After several months 
in the propagator, I waited for it to send up new plantlets. Instead, at the sur- 
face of the pot it developed small dormant leaf buds which over-wintered 
and grew the following spring. 


Each fall, the current year's foliage was shed and the plant developed 
thick corrugated buds at the crown. These dark-green nodules were the only 
sign the plant was still alive. In the spring, these leaf buds unfurled to pro- 
duce the next season's foliage. 


As I had never grown Conandron before, I researched via the Internet 
and learned that it is native to Eastern Asia, Taiwan and Japan where it 
grows at elevations of 600-1300 feet. It is usually found on rocky cliffs or on 
streamside rocks covered with moss, constantly moist during the growing 
season and dry during the dormant phase in winter. While dormant, plants 
can survive light frosts if sheltered or covered by snow. Flowers are pro- 
duced in the summer. The most common color is purple, but white and pink 
variants occur and are prized by Japanese growers. 


Regarding cultivation, I used a very open soil mix (1/3 each by volume 
of coarse New Zealand sphagnum moss, perlite and vermiculite) which I 
kept constantly moist, except from November to February when it was kept 
quite dry. From March to September, dilute fertilizer was applied weekly. 


My plant required medium light levels and grew well on the lower 
shelves of a light stand or in a cool, east-facing window. (In mild climates, it 
would probably grow well outdoors in a cool shady area.) At night from 
November to February, to mimic its natural cycle, the plant was placed in a 
cool area with temperatures around 10°C (50°F). 


Although our outdoor climate in Vancouver is too wet in the winter and 
occasionally too cold, I am going to try find a sheltered site where I can 
attempt to grow Conandron outdoors all the time. 


I would encourage others 
to grow this interesting 
species as its challenges are 
well rewarded by the great 
show of beautiful flowers! 
Good growing. 


Conandron ramondioides 
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Awards of Appreciation 


Molly Schneider <molly608sch@comcast.net> 
Nashville, Tennessee, USA 


At the Annual Membership Meeting held on July 3 in Silver Spring, 
Awards of Appreciation were presented to three deserving individuals. 
Criteria for the selection of recipients of Awards of Appreciation as listed in 
our Standing Rules are: importance of service, chairing of projects, diligent 
behind-the-scenes work, faithful contributions of gesneriad articles for publi- 
cations, and other accomplishments of merit. Each year, the Awards of 
Appreciation Committee (currently consisting of Chairperson Molly 
Schneider from Tennessee, Michael Riley from New York, and Arleen 
Dewell from Vancouver, BC, Canada) gathers ideas and suggestions for 
potential awardees from all members of the Society. Please send your nomi- 
nations for future awards to any member of the committee. 


Paul Kroll, Julie Mavity-Hudson, Paul Susi 


Paul Kroll received an Award of Appreciation in grateful recognition of his 
contributions to the growth and success of The Gesneriad Society while serv- 
ing as director, officer, master judge, judging school teacher, workshop 
facilitator, shows and judging assistant .... (adapted from the presentation by 
Arleen Dewell at the 2009 Annual Meeting) 

Paul joined The Gesneriad Society in 1982, became a judge in 1987, and 
a Life Member in 2000. He belongs to the Toronto Gesneriad Society, the 
Ontario Gesneriad Society of Guelph, and the Vancouver African Violet and 
Gesneriad Society. His home chapter is the African Violet and Gesneriad 
Society of Western New York, where he currently serves as President. After 50 
years of existence as an African violet club, they became a Gesneriad Society 
Chapter and received their Charter in 2002 with Paul's careful guidance. 
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Like many of us, Paul entered the world of gesneriads through the 
African violet door. Now a Master Judge for the Gesneriad Society and a 
Senior AVSA Judge, he has taught many judging schools for both organiza- 
tions. He has attended every Gesneriad Society convention since 1995, often 
taking on leadership roles including workshop facilitator, artistic workshop 
presenter, judging school teacher, flower show judge, and a two-year stint as 
Convention Judges and Clerks Chairperson. He has authored many articles 
for our journal GESNERIADS. Paul served several terms as Corresponding 
Secretary on the Society's Board of Directors, and he served on the 
Nominating Committee for three years. 


In his professional life as a music educator, Paul has taught students 
from grade three through college graduate studies. He continues to serve 
both the State University of New York at Fredonia and Houghton College as 
a supervisor of student teachers. His other interests include the breeding, 
showing and judging of exhibition poultry. Paul's wife Judy has been most 
supportive of all his activities and enjoys attending conventions occasionally 
with him. They are the proud parents of two sons and have three grandsons. 


The selfless way members of The Gesneriad Society share their beloved 
gesneriads and the friendships that grow and blossom among them have 
always been near and dear to Paul. Having a host of friends enhances lives 
and makes the hobby that much more enjoyable. His hope is that we all con- 
tinue to learn, grow and share the bond we have with our plants and with 
each other. 


Julie Mavity-Hudson received an Award of Appreciation in grateful recog- 
nition of her contributions to the growth and success of The Gesneriad 
Society while serving as director, second vice-president, photographer, 
judge, webmaster, photography committee chairperson .... (adapted from the 
presentation by Molly Schneider at the 2009 Annual Meeting) 


Involved with gesneriads for many years, Julie is currently serving as a 
Director and Second Vice President of The Gesneriad Society. She is also 
Chairperson of the Photography Committee (since 1999), and Webmaster 
and Chair of the Internet Communications Committee (since 2006). Other 
activities for our Society include writing articles and providing photographs 
for our journal and other publications, presenting a workshop at convention 
on judging photographs, creating websites for convention, and maintaining 
the Society website. Julie has attended conventions from 1983 to 1986 and 
1999 to 2009. 


Julie is a Master Judge and has won many awards in local and conven- 
tion shows with entries in both horticulture and the arts. She is a member of 
the Gesneriad Hybridizers Association and has produced a few hybrids for 
her own entertainment. 

Active in the Tennessee Gesneriad Society for 30 years, she is currently 
secretary and newsletter editor and has served twice as chapter president. She 
helps hold her small chapter together by giving frequent talks, writing arti- 
cles for their newsletter, helping run propagation workshops, and assisting 
with entries, judging and other aspects of local shows. She is also a member 
and current president of the Nashville African Violet Club. 

Julie enjoys showing her dogs and raising and showing guinea pigs and 
is now preparing to show her two donkeys as well. She is an accomplished 
musician, playing classical flute, piccolo, recorder, and cello, as well as the 
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Irish flute, whistle, and claw-hammer banjo, in addition to guitar, bass, man- 
dolin, and several other instruments. She plays in a number of groups and 
provided the entertainment for us at two Nashville conventions. 


Julie lives outside Nashville with her husband Eddy, her plants, animals, 
and instruments. She finds time to work, currently as manager of a visual neu- 
roscience lab at Vanderbilt University Medical School. Julie's goals are to live 
till retirement and to do a good job until then; also to learn more about ges- 
neriads, do a better job of growing them and help introduce them to others. 


Paul Susi received an Award of Appreciation in grateful recognition of his 
contributions to the growth and success of The Gesneriad Society while serv- 
ing as director, first vice-president, chairperson of the development, auction, 
convention and website development committees, master judge .... (adapted 
from the presentation by Michael Riley at the 2009 Annual Meeting) 


A member of the Society for more than 30 years, Paul is currently serv- 
ing on the Board as First Vice President and Chairperson of the Development 
and Convention Committees. He also has served as Editor of Appraisal and 
Advertising Manager. Paul is a Master Judge and has judged at many con- 
vention and local shows as well as the Philadelphia Flower Show. 


He has been a member of the Greater New York Chapter for almost 30 
years and a member of the Long Island Chapter for 12 years. In both of those 
chapters, and various other organizations along the way, he has served in 
nearly every capacity that exists and was needed: as director, webmaster, 
newsletter editor, little show chair, annual show chair, judges chair, program 
chair, vice president, and president. 


Paul is currently retired from a job as Information Security Officer for 
Amalgamated Bank. He and his partner Randy have recently returned to live 
in New York City after a lengthy stay in "the country." In his spare time he 
enjoys cooking, history, mysteries, miniature Schnauzers, hiking, and volun- 
teering at the Queens Botanical Garden. 

Among his current objectives are to ensure that The Gesneriad Society 
has a steady stream of donations in order for the Society to continue to fund 
gesneriad research and education. Paul feels it is a privilege to be recognized 
by a group of individuals with whom he shares a common interest and with 
whom it is a pleasure to work and have fun. 


OF SALISBURY 


432 UNDERMOUNTAIN ROAD — SALISBURY, CONN. 06068 
PHONE (860) 435-2263 WEBSITE: www.lauray.com 


GESNERIADS 


She CACTI & SUCCULENTS & MORE BESCNAS 


Catalog — $2.00 
Visitors Always Welcome Usually open daily, 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
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Past Recipients of Awards of Appreciation 


1977 — Paul Arnold 
Charlotte Rowe 
Adele Zemanski 
1978 — Frances Batcheller 
Carol Saylor 
Bill Saylor 
1979 — Florence Messick 
Mel Sater 
Martin Tanner 
Reneé White 
1980 — Albert Buell 
Erica Clayberg 
Emma Lahr 
Ruth & Lyndon Lyon 
1981 — Alice Courage 
Helen Kavanaugh 
Henry Peterson 
Laura Progebin 
1982 — Michael Kartuz 
1983 — Dr. Robert E. Lee 
Dr. Margaret H. Stone 
1984 — S. Cleopatra Kohm 
David R. Masterson 
Martin Mines 
1985 — C. A. Cruikshank 
Lee Linett 
Dr. Laurence E. Skog 
1986 — Margaret Belanger 
Jimmy Dates 
Isla Montgomery 


1987 — Joseph Batcheller 
Ted Bona 
Ruth Webster 
1988 — Maryann Delaune 
Felicia McCann 
Dr. Hans Wiehler 
1989 — Judy Becker 
Anthony Crisafulli 
Jessie Crisafulli 
1990 — Chris Kunhardt 
Michael A. Riley 
Nellie Sleeth 
Ellen Todd 
1991 — Earl Deroche 
Molly Schneider 
Alan Wojcik 
1992 — Diantha Buell 
Anne Crowley 
1993 — Stanley Schwartz 
Margaret Waugespack 
1994 — Jeanne Katzenstein 
1995 — Mary Bozoian 
Ben Paternoster 
Monte Watler 
1996 — Celine Chase 
Betty Tapping 
Beth Weissman 
1997 — Maryjane Evans 
Ron Myhr 
Darrell Trout 


JOIN TODAY! 


1998 — David Turley 
Dave Tyler 
M.J. Tyler 

1999 — Dr. Miriam Denham 
Bonita Hutcheson 


Elizabeth Varley 
2000 — Marlene Beam 

Ingrid Lindskog 
2001 — Jon Dixon 

Elvin McDonald 


2002 — Virginie F. Elbert 
Mauro Peixoto 
Leong Tuck Lock 
2003 — Bill Burtt 
Peter Shalit 
2004 — Doris Carson 
Bob & Carol Connelly 
Mario Portilla Andrade 
Helen Bortvedt 
Helen Freidberg 
Susan Grose 
2006 — Alain Chautems 
Arleen Dewell 
2007 — Suzie Larouche 
Dee Stewart 
Bob Stewart 
2008 — Dale Martens 
John Littner Clark 


2005 — 


Sa ore Violet Society of America 


2375 North 
Beaumont, Texas 77702 
409-839-4725 
http://avsa.org/ 
Write or call today for information. 


Convention Photos 


Convention Flower Show color photos by Julie Mavity-Hudson, 
Dale Martens, and Ron Myhr 


Convention B&W photos by Julie Mavity-Hudson, Jeanne Katzenstein, 
Ron Myhr, Bob Stewart, and Paul Susi 
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Chapters & Affiliates Report 


M.J. Tyler <mjtyler2@gmail.com> 
Indianola, Washington, USA 


The Gesneriad Society is truly an international organization with 34 
Chapters in the United States, five in Canada, and our largest one in Sweden. 
We also include two Affiliates, in Florida and Georgia. We were delighted to 
welcome our newest chapter at the 2008 Convention when the Ontario 
Gesneriad Society of Guelph, Canada, received its charter. The Gesneriad 
Society of Greater New York is our oldest existing chapter. We were again 
delighted this July as we presented a fresh charter document to them at the 
convention in Washington, DC, in recognition of their 50th Anniversary! 


Members of the Greater New York Gesneriad Society with their new 
charter document in recognition of the chapter's 50th Anniversary 


I very much enjoy keeping in touch with all these wonderful groups. The 
Internet has improved our communication links immeasurably. We now have 
a network formed by chapter members to keep the information coming in to 
me with regard to changes in chapter officers as well as other news of note. 
Many chapters now publish an email edition of their newsletter which makes 
it easy to share. I enjoy seeing the color pictures of glorious show plants, 
with their smiling growers, and reading the many informative articles. I 
watch the mail for hard copies of newsletters, too, and am grateful that many 
editors make sure I am on their mailing lists. All the editors are generous in 
granting permission to pass along articles which would interest fellow grow- 
ers. A big THANK YOU to all of you! 


This year it was necessary to record the loss of two chapters: the 
Northwest Arkansas Chapter was found to be disbanded as well as the 
Pittsburgh African Violet & Gesneriad Society. 
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The Internet has brought many inquiries from members in various parts 
of the country asking for information on chapters that might be near them. 
All too often there is no chapter within a reasonable distance for them to 
travel to meetings. If you find yourself in that position, you might consider 
forming a chapter in your local area. I am happy to assist by providing a draft 
Constitution and Bylaws to get your organization started. Another approach 
would be to test the waters by forming as an Affiliate of The Gesneriad 
Society. This does not carry quite the range of benefits that chapters enjoy, 
but your meetings and events can be listed in the journal and on our Web site 
so the word can get out to other gesneri-nuts! Let me know if I can help you 
in any way. 


Auction Report 


Suzie Larouche <suzielaro@gmail.com> 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 


Convention would not be complete without its auctions. The auction 
room is open for long periods during which members can write their bids and 
have a look at the offerings for live auction. There they can decide what they 
really want to fight for and must win at all costs. 


This year's auctions were no exception to our custom. Much money was 
bid on the many items, and competition between bidders was as fierce as 
ever. Forty-seven donors contributed objects and plant material. The dona- 
tion process was relatively smooth, thanks to the forms that had been made 
available on the Internet before convention. Then came the decisions on what 
would go to silent or live. That part of the process was very difficult. It 
should have been relatively easy: books, magazines and other objects, along 
with good but not outstanding-and-exclusive-new-to-cultivation plant mater- 
ial go on the silent auction tables; while the cream of the plant donations go 
to live, along with some later donations of award winners from the show. 
The main problem (?) this year was an embarrassment of riches: there was so 
much outstanding plant material that we could have conducted a six-hour 
live auction with it. We had to cull, so there were exceptional things to be 
won on the silent auction tables as a consequence. We hope the same prob- 
lem arises again next year. 


Because our donors were so generous and because convention-goers 
enjoy a good fight over an item they covet, the auctions brought in more than 
$6,700 with $3,900 coming from the live auction alone. The proceeds went 
to the Elvin McDonald Research Endowment Fund. We thank donors and 
bidders for their enthusiastic participation. 


2009 Auction Donors (Silent and Live) 

Marilyn Allen, John Boggan, Susan Bradford, John Buell, Norman Chenkin, Estate of Norma 
Chenkin, Karyn Cichocki, John L. Clark, Carolyn Conlin-Lane, Estate of Maryjane Evans, Jill 
Fischer, Elizabeth Gottshall, Mel Grice, Susan Grose, David Harris, Carol Hamelink, Beverly 
Hendricks, Jeanne Katzenstein, Paul Kroll, Lee Linett, Charlene Marietti, Dale Martens, Norah 
Otto, Irina Nicholson, Bill Price, Carolyn Ripps, Thad Scaggs, Kristina Schmid, Molly 
Schneider, Carol Schreck, Peter Shalit, Larry Skog, Kathy Spissman, Jim Steuerlein, Lee 
Stradley, Paul Susi, Sylvia Svitak, M. J. Tyler, Tim Tuttle, Beth Weissman, Wallace Wells, Al 
Wojcik, Dave Zaitlin, Kartuz Greenhouses, Lyndon Lyons Greenhouses, Selby Botanical 
Gardens/GRC and Anonymous. 
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2009 Auction Winners (Silent and Live) 

Marilyn Allen, Susan Allison, Marisol Amaya Marquez, Carol Ann Bonner, Mary Bozoian, 
Susan Bradford, Allison Brigham, Keri Buell, Nancy Carr, Doris Carson, John Carter, Karyn 
Cichocki, Bob Clark, Donna Clark, Carolyn Conlin-Lane, Lynn Cook, Francisco Correa, Sara 
Coyle, Jon Dixon, Judi Du Pont, Gussie Farrice, Rebecca Fontes, Karin Fontneau, Eugene 
Foster, Susan Grose, Richard Helldobler, John Hodges, La Donna Hopson, Judy Houcke, 
Doreen Hovermale, Dieter Johnson, Vladimir Kalgin, Nancy Kast, Paul Kroll, Suzie Larouche, 
Alan LaVergne, Olive Ma Robinson, Stephen Maciejewski, Wanda Macnair, Charlene Marietti, 
Maurice Marietti, Dale Martens, Jo Anne Martinez, Julie Mavity-Hudson, Bobby Nicholson, 
Janice Nicholson, Claire Pardo, Benjamin Paternoster, Rosemary Platz, Beverly Promersberger, 
Leonard Re, Michael Riley, Carolyn Ripps, James Roberts, Thad Scaggs, Mary Schaeffer, 
Quentin Schlieder, Jr., Kristina Schmid, Molly Schneider, Jay Sespico, Peter Shalit, Dell Sherk, 
Betsy Sherwin, Kathy Spissman, Dee Stewart, Barbara Stewart, Lee Stradley, Russell Strover, 
Neale Stuart-Merriman, Paul Susi, Adrienne Topping, Timothy Tuttle, Elizabeth Varley, Denise 
Whitman, Vincent Woo, Joan Wood, Dave Zaitlin. 


Convention attendees reviewing the items in the silent auction 


Donations 


Paul Susi, Development Chairperson 
<development@gesneriadsociety.org> 


The following donations were made to The Gesneriad Society during the 
period January through June 2009. Each donor's generosity is greatly appreciated. 


ELVIN MCDONALD RESEARCH ENDOWMENT FUND — $866 

Virginia Barthelemy 

Elizabeth Branson, in memory of Laura Shannon 

Norman Chenkin, in memory of Norma Chenkin 

Karyn Cichocki, in lieu of speaker's honoraria from the Toronto 
Gesneriad Society and the New England Chapter 

Susan Grose, in lieu of reimbursement for Board expenses and retreat 
expenses 

Jo Anne Martinez, in lieu of reimbursement for Board expenses 

Peter Shalit, in lieu of speaker's honorarium from the Long Island 
Gesneriad Society 
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Marcia Shearer 

Catherine Waldridge 

Paula Whitlock 

Calder Young, portion of Research Membership dues 

Fairchild Gardens 

The Long Island Gesneriad Society, proceeds from the holiday party 
silent auction 


FRANCES BATCHELLER ENDOWMENT FUND — $466 

Virginia Barthelemy 

Tom Bruning, in lieu of reimbursement for Board expenses 

Norman Chenkin, in memory of Norma Chenkin 

Nancy Hayes, in memory of Al Buell 

Julie Mavity-Hudson, in lieu of Gesneriad Society dues payment by the 
Tennessee Gesneriad Society 

Molly Schneider, in lieu of Gesneriad Society dues payment by the 
Tennessee Gesneriad Society 

The Greater New York Gesneriad Society, in honor of the chapter's 50th 


Anniversary 
The Delaware African Violet and Gesneriad Society, in memory of Al 
Buell 
NELLIE D. SLEETH SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT FunD — $351 
Virginia Barthelemy 


Bob & JoAnn Behl, in memory of Fred Stryker 
Norman Chenkin, in memory of Norma Chenkin 
The Vancouver African Violet and Gesneriad Society 


COLOR PHOTO SPONSORSHIPS — $1,335 

Michael Baron, in memory of William Crews 

William Blankenstein, in memory of Willabelle Wilson 

Amy Chang, in memory of Betty Jean Vriens 

Norman Chenkin, in memory of Norma Chenkin 

Laura A. Deview, in memory of Thomas Daniel 

Susan Giampietro, in memory of Betty Jean Vriens 

Vivian Hiltz, in memory of Al Buell 

Jeanne Katzenstein, in lieu of reimbursement for Board expenses 

Marcia Kilpatrick, in memory of Al Buell 

Jerry Vriens, in memory of Betty Jean Vriens 

Karen Panek 

Ben Paternoster, in lieu of reimbursement for Board expenses and 
speaker's honorarium from The Greater New York Gesneriad Society 

The Seed Fund Committee (Marilyn Allen, Karyn Cichocki, Gussie 
Farrice, and Carolyn Ripps), in lieu of reimbursement for Board 
expenses 


LIFE MEMBERSHIPS: Stuart Hammer, Kyoko Imai and Judith Maye. All Life 
Membership dues are deposited in the Frances Batcheller Endowment 
Fund. 


GESNERIAD SLIDE COLLECTION donated to The Gesneriad Society by Jerry 
Vriens (former Photography Chairperson) 
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2009 Awards for Research in Gesneriaceae 


Laurence E. Skog <skogl@si.edu> Chair, 
Elvin McDonald Research Endowment Fund 
and Nellie D. Sleeth Scholarship Endowment Fund 


Following along from the last article in GESNERIADS on the earlier 
research awards from The Gesneriad Society, there have been two recent 
recipients of awards for research in Gesneriaceae. 


Marisol Amaya Marquez is the most recent awardee of funds from the 
Elvin McDonald Research Endowment Fund (EMREP). Professor Amaya is 
on the faculty of the National University of Colombia in South America and 
associated with the Institute of Natural Science, which includes the national 
herbarium. The award will be used by Professor Amaya to travel to the 
United States to visit herbaria and botanical gardens to study specimens and 
collections of Columnea to complete her revision of Section Collandra 
(which includes those species of Columnea formerly placed in the genus 
Dalbergaria). She has been working on this project for several years. A part 
of this research formed the basis of her thesis for which she received a Ph.D. 
in 2007 from the University of Tulsa. Marisol is well-known to the botanists 
who have worked recently on Columnea for her collaborative work with Lars 
Kvist, Jim Smith, and others. She has also been a teacher and mentor of 
another EMREF recipient, Claudia Rodriguez, and the 2008 Sleeth Scholar, 
Marcela Mora, as well as Laura Clavijo, whom many Society members met 
during her internship at Selby Gardens. Marisol Amaya visited Washington 
in time for the 2009 Convention and spent time studying at the Smithsonian 
Institution, before going on to the Missouri Botanical Garden and, if possi- 
ble, Marie Selby Botanical Gardens. When she returns to Colombia, she will 
also visit several herbaria to see recent collections of Columnea to complete 
her revision of Section Collandra. 


v 
Marisol Amaya Marquez Abdul Kartonegoro 
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The 2009 Sleeth Scholar to receive research funds from the Nellie D. 
Sleeth Scholarship Endowment Fund is Abdulrokhman (Abdul or Doel) 
Kartonegoro, an M.Sc. student at the Bogor Agricultural University in 
Indonesia. His research project is "The Gesneriaceae of Sulawesi: Floristic 
Study and Preliminary Taxonomic Revisions" which he will undertake on the 
large Indonesian island of Sulawesi. The island is relatively unexplored 
botanically with several gesneriads likely to be discovered, but which is 
under threat from logging. Already known are species of Cyrtandra, 
Agalmyla, and Aeschynanthus. He hopes to make new collections to compare 
with earlier collections, as well as make ecological observations, and collec- 
tions for molecular research. A result of his research will be a checklist of the 
gesneriads of Sulawesi, as well as a living collection of the family to be 
planted at the Cibodas Botanic Garden in West Java for conservation studies. 
Abdul received his B.Sc. degree in 2005 from the University of Indonesia, 
and has as his Master's thesis topic a revision of Rhynchoglossum in Malesia. 
Abdul came under the wing and mentorship of Scott Hoover and the New 
England Tropical Conservatory when the latter were recipients of EMREF 
awards in 2005 and 2006. Now Abdul has continued his research with their 
encouragement to become the expert in Gesneriaceae in Indonesia. He has 
already made many fine collections of the family, which have been distrib- 
uted to herbaria in the US and elsewhere, as well as collected samples of 
Cyrtandra and other genera for molecular research for John R. Clark 
(EMRFEF recipient in 2004, and 2007 Sleeth Scholar). 

As mentioned in the earlier article, both the Elvin McDonald Research 
Endowment Fund and the Nellie D. Sleeth Scholarship Fund rely on dona- 
tions to continue to support research so that we can all learn more about 
Gesneriaceae. If any members of The Gesneriad Society know of worthy stu- 
dents and/or wish to have more information about the funds or copies of the 
guidelines, they can write to me at the email address above. 
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Floristic Survey of Gesneriaceae 
in the Montane Central Region 
of Espirito Santo, Brazil 


Josiene Rossini <josienerossini@gmail.com> 
Federal University of Vigcosa, Minas Gerais, Brazil 


Espirito Santo (ES) state is located in Brazil’s southeast, between longi- 
tudes 17°53'29" S and 21°18'03" S and latitudes 39°41'18" W and 41°52'45" 
W. The state has an area of 45.597 km’, or about 0.53% of the country. 
Espirito Santo has 78 municipalities, divided into 4 mesoregions and also 13 
microregions (IBGE, 2002). Almost 90% of Espirito Santo area was natu- 
rally covered by Atlantic Forest, while the rest was covered by associated 
ecosystems such as restingas, mangroves, and high plains (PEMA, 2005). 


The topography of Espirito Santo is characterized mainly by mountains, 
and the altitude varies from sea level up to 2,897 m at the top of Pico da 
Bandeira, Serra do Caparao. In the Montane Region, the predominant climate 
is tropical, warm and humid (IMEES, 1993). The Montane Central Region 
(also known as the Santa Teresa Microregion) is located in the Central 
Mesoregion of Espirito Santo, and includes the municipalities of Itaguacu, 
Itarana, Santa Leopoldina, Santa Maria de Jetiba, Santa Teresa, and Sao 
Roque do Canaa (IPEMA, 2005). In this microregion, the altitude varies 
from 20 m (at Santa Leopoldina) up to 1,300 m (at Garrafao, Santa Maria de 
Jetiba). 


South America 


Study area location (Mendes & Padovan, 2000) 


Inside the Montane Central Region, the Augusto Ruschi Biological 
Reserve and Santa Lucia Biological Station represent zones of great biologi- 
cal importance because their diversity of tree species is the second greatest in 
the world (Thomaz & Montiero, 1997). Besides, these areas contain a group 
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Pedra do Garrafao, Santa Maria de Jetiba, ES 


of small and medium forest fragments which are full of rare, endemic, and 
endangered species, distributed in the neighboring municipalities of Santa 
Maria de Jetiba and Santa Leopoldina. 


Agriculture is the main income source in the study region, and there are 
a number of Eucalyptus and coffee cultivation areas. Throughout the years 
and through several economic situations that followed, the disorganized land 
occupation process and the improper natural resources exploration resulted in 
an enormous reduction in numbers of the original plants and animals (now 
sparsely distributed mainly in regions of higher elevation). 


My research, funded by the Nellie D. Sleeth Scholarship Endowment 
Fund of The Gesneriad Society, intended to perform a survey of Gesneriaceae 
species in the Montane Central Region of Espirito Santo, Brazil. 


During a one-year period (November 2006 to October 2007) random 
visits, observations, and collections were made in the six municipalities of 
the Montane Central Region. The collected material was identified through 
specialized literature and from assistance by experts. After that, the material 
was stored at the MBML (Mello Leitaéo Biological Museum, Santa Teresa, 
ES) herbarium, and 16 samples were grown in the greenhouse at the same 
institution. 


In Brazil, there are known to be 23 genera and about 220 Gesneriaceae 
species (Chautems, 2004). The presence of gesneriad species in Espirito 
Santo was already known through Ruschi’s 1950 publication and from a 
recent monograph about Gesneriaceae done at the Augusto Ruschi Biological 
Reserve, Santa Teresa, Espirito Santo (ES) (Rossini, 2004). However, there 
were no specific studies about this family and its distribution in the Atlantic 
Forest areas of Espirito Santo. Today, according to work done at the MBML 
(Mello Leitaéo Biological Museum), VIES (Espirito Santo Federal University), 
and CVRD (Vale do Rio Doce Company) herbarium, we now know that 
Espirito Santo has about 35 species of Gesneriaceae. 
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Live collection of Gesneriaceae at Mello Leitéo Biological Museum 


In my research studying the Montane Central Region, 27 species in 6 


genera of Gesneriaceae were found. These correspond to about 80% of those 
previously known from Espirito Santo: 


Codonanthe cordifolia Chautems 
Codonanthe devosiana Lemaire 
Codonanthe gibbosa Rossini & Chautems 
Codonanthe gracilis (Martius) Hanstein 
Codonanthe serrulata Chautems 
Columnea sanguinea (Persoon) Hanstein 
Nematanthus albus Chautems 
Nematanthus crassifolius (Schott) Wiehler 
Nematanthus hirtellus (Schott) Wiehler 
Nematanthus kautskyi Chautems & Rossini 


. Nematanthus lanceolatus (Poiret) Chautems 


Nematanthus sericeus (Hanstein) Chautems 


. Nematanthus wiehleri Chautems & Peixoto 


Paliavana prasinata (Ker Gawler) Bentham 


. Paliavana tenuiflora Mansfeld 


Sinningia sp. nov. ined. 1 


. Sinningia sp. nov. ined. 2 
. Sinningia aghensis Chautems 


Sinningia barbata (Nees & Martius) G. Nicholson 
Sinningia brasiliensis (Regel & Schmidt) Wiehler & Chautems 


. Sinningia cooperi (Paxton) Wiehler 
. Sinningia magnifica (Otto & Dietrich) Wiehler 
. Sinningia sceptrum (Martius) Wiehler 


Sinningia speciosa (Loddiges) Hiern 


. Sinningia valsuganensis Chautems 


Sinningia villosa Lindley 


. Vanhouttea calcarata Lemaire 
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Most species were collected and observed in the remnant humid forest 
and on rock outcrops where there is minimal or no human activity. Among 
them, two new species of Sinningia are being described. One of them is simi- 
lar to Sinningia aghensis Chautems, and was found in a rock outcrop near an 
amazing waterfall in a nearly inaccessible area at the municipality of 
Itaguacu. A new occurrence of Codonanthe serrulata Chautems was also 
found in the municipality of Itarana. This species was only known before 
from the adjacent state of Bahia. 


Codonanthe serrulata found in the state of Bahia 


During the period of my research I was able to provide more information 
about Codonanthe gibbosa Rossini & Chautems, recently published in 
Candollea in 2007. 


The observed populations and individuals of Sinningia speciosa, S. 
aghensis, S. villosa, S. magnifica, and Codonanthe cordifolia, among others, 
supplied data for future lists of endangered species in the state, to update 
their distribution, and also to support future studies about their ornamental 
potential. 

Some of the results of this project were presented at two botanical meet- 
ings in Brazil: 

e 57th National Congress of Botany, Gramado, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil, 
in November 2006, with my presentation of "Gesneriaceae in the munic- 
ipality of Santa Teresa represented in Leitao Mello Museum herbarium, 
Santa Teresa, ES, Brazil’ and; 


« XXVII Regional Meeting of Botany, SAo Mateus, ES, Brazil, in 
September 2007, in my presentation "Floristic Survey of Gesneriaceae at 
Montane Central Region of Espirito Santo, Brasil (Preliminary Results)". 
The funding provided for my work came from the Nellie D. Sleeth 

Scholarship Endowment Fund already mentioned. The institutional support 
of Mello Leitao Biological Museum allowed me to enrich the MBML herbar- 
ium Gesneriaceae collection which I hope will contribute significantly to a 
better knowledge of the Espirito Santo flora. 


Fourth Quarter 2009 43 


The number of species found in the Montane Central Region agrees with 
the conclusions presented at the Gesneriaceae Workshop held at the Royal 
Botanic Garden Edinburgh in 2002 by Chautems, who reported the 
Gesneriaceae family to be a good indicator of biological diversity in several 
tropical areas, reinforcing the need to study area conservation to maintain the 
microregion biodiversity. 
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Searching for Gesneriads in Jamaica 


Pam Braun <braun3 @earthlink.net> 
Nashville, Tennessee, USA 


As I look outside today at the cold drizzling rain, I wish I were back in 
Jamaica with the beautiful warm weather. My husband Lutz and I went to 
Jamaica last December for a two-week vacation. We had been there in 
January of the same year and relied on taxis. This time we rented a car. It 
probably cost as much for a car rental as it would have cost to ride around by 
taxi, but it was a lot more fun to be able to just take off in the car whenever 
we felt like it. We decided to travel around as much of the country as we 
could. Of course, I was very interested in seeing what plants grew there. 


One of the most productive trips we made around the island was a trip 
up into the Blue Mountains. My goal was to eventually reach the Cinchona 
Gardens near a town called Mavis Bank, which I had read was connected to 
the Smithsonian Institution, and thought that would be a very good place to 
spot gesneriads. Unfortunately, we were making our trip from the north side 
of the island traveling from Ocho Rios. If we had been traveling from the 
opposite direction of Kingston, we might have made it. We had a small car 
with a high-enough undercarriage for driving rough roads, but when we were 
almost up to the top of the mountains, we were stopped by huge mud slides 
that had totally wiped out the road. You must understand that the roads in 
Jamaica are absolutely terrible. There are few to no road signs, giant holes in 
the sides of the meager pavement which are rarely marked with more than a 
bamboo stick or possibly a small flag, and potholes that can ruin a tire in a 
minute. Drivers must often choose the route with the least dangerous pothole 
of those stretching across the road. 

My first gesneriad find of the day was something I had never seen in 
cultivation and could only guess was a gesneriad. I later identified it as possi- 
bly being Rhytidophyllum tomentosum or one of the other Rhytidophyllum 


~ \ a 


Rhytidophyllum tomentosum 
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Seemannia sylvatica Achimenes erecta 


species. I took photos, gathered some seed pods and have saved the seed 
which I plan to send to the Seed Fund. 


My next encounter was with what is now called Seemannia sylvatica 
(which I had grown in the past as Seemannia latifolia or Gloxinia sylvatica). 
It was growing in large patches around a station set up for bikers taking a 
tour in the Blue Mountains. I don't know if it is native to Jamaica because I 
have never seen it any other place. It made a really beautiful, bright-red dis- 
play. 

The next surprise for me was a splash of red growing in the side of a cut 
next to the road almost at the top of the mountains, right before the road dis- 
appeared in the mudslide. It was Achimenes erecta, and the short little plants 
seemed to love growing there. I dug down with my fingers to see if I could 
find a couple of rhizomes, and I now have them growing in a plastic con- 
tainer under my lights. I don't know whether they will make plants, but it is 
worth a try. (I also snagged a couple of Gloxinia rhizomes, but they didn't 
like the plastic container I brought them home in because of the humidity.) 


On the way back to Ocho Rios, I also spotted Gloxinia perennis. I had 
seen it in a botanical garden on the trip we took before, but I had assumed it 
was not a native Jamaican plant. While in Jamaica, however, I spotted it 
again several different times growing on the side of the road. I now assume it 
is native, but in some cases what I have assumed was native is not, because 
people tend to spot plants they would like to grow in another person's yard 
and take it away to plant themselves. (The Jamaicans clearly like Episcia 
cupreata but it is not a native.) But plants can also escape cultivation and 
start wandering along the roadside. That might be the case with Gloxinia 
perennis. 


On this trip around Jamaica I spotted what I believed to be Kohleria 
grandiflora (which is not native) growing along the side of the road, but it 
was growing alongside plants that had been deliberately planted there at one 
time. I have also seen it planted at a botanical garden together with 
Achimenes longiflora. 


We also took a trip to the south side of the island along the coast away 
from where I had found gesneriads on the north side. We didn't see any ges- 
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neriads there except for a couple of patches of Gloxinia perennis as we drove 
up into the hills, so I am assuming they don't like it where it tends to be 
warmest. 

Before we left Jamaica I returned to the spot where I had photographed 
Gesneria acaulis on our prior visit. I discovered that January is really the 
peak season for this species, as there were only a few plants that had started 
to bloom in December. (I had previously identified this plant as Gesneria 
cuneifolia and sent seeds of it to the Seed Fund but later learned the species 
was Gesneria acaulis.) | again tried to gather seeds, but I don't know if they 
were mature. 


Thoughts for cultivation: 


For those of you who want to try growing any of these plants, you might 
note that they all seemed to be found at the higher altitudes and not near the 
coasts. Gesneria species seemed to prefer the limestone cuts halfway up the 
mountains on the north side of the island. They always seemed to grow side- 
ways and not down on the ground, but at the height where a hummingbird 
could pollinate the flowers. 

Achimenes erecta grew farther up in the mountains and seems to like it a 
little cooler. Again, it was growing on a road cut. The Rhytidophyllum 
species hung around on the roadside at lower elevations. Daytime tempera- 
tures in the mountains are in the 70's with night temperatures not much 
lower. In the winter, there are cool breezes where gesneriads grow, but the 
temperature can reach the 80's. In summer it can become much hotter and the 
plants do not bloom. Since Jamaica is close to the equator, the daylight hours 
don't change much from twelve hours in either the winter or summer. 


“VIOLET BARN 


Home of Rob’s Violets 
Shipping quality plants since 1985. 


Gesneriads tooit 


Our own ‘Bristol's’ strep hybrids 
and MANY other genera in the family 
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Add $12 per order for shipping 
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[Ask Us about winter delivery) 


SAFE DELIVERY GUARANTEED! 


FOR FULL-COLOR CATALOG, SEND $2 
WWW.VIOLETBARN.COM 
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Botanical Review No. 35 


Bob Stewart <aeschynanthus@verizon.net> 


Stow, Massachusetts, USA 


¢ Espécies de Vanhouttea Lem. e Sinningia Nees (Gesneriaceae) polin- 
izadas por beija-flores: Interagoes relacionadas ao habitat da planta e ao 
néctar. San Martin-Gajardo, I. & M. Sazima. Revista Brasileira de 
Botanica 28: 441-450. 2005. 


The text of this interesting paper is in Portuguese, of course, with an 
English abstract and figure captions kindly included. 


The authors studied pollination in the wild in Vanhouttea hilariana, V. 
brueggeri, V. calcarata, Sinningia tuberosa, S. gigantifolia, and S. cochlearis. 
These are all species with tubular red scentless flowers. Sinningia tuberosa, 
Vanhouttea hilariana, and V. brueggeri were observed at Ibitipoca State Park 
at 1300 meters altitude. Sinningia gigantifolia, V. calcarata and S. cochlearis 
were studied at Organ Mountains National Park at altitudes of 1460, 1750, 
and 2100 meters, respectively. Sinningia gigantifolia occurs only in the inte- 
rior of dense forest. S. cochlearis is found in shaded locations among granite 
rocks in high-altitude fields. 


They found five hummingbird species to be the main pollinators. The 
hummingbird species have habitat preferences, and which bird species polli- 
nates a particular plant seems to be determined by which bird-habitat the 
plant happens to be growing in. These gesneriads are apparently adapted 
for hummingbirds in general, and not to one species of hummingbird in 
particular. 

The flowers with longer corollas deposit pollen on the top of the bird's 
head; the flowers with shorter corollas deposit pollen on the upper base of 
the bird's bill. 

The Vanhouttea species studied secrete several times more nectar per 24 
hours than the Sinningia species. Sugar concentration is similar in both 
groups at about 25%. Flowers of the Vanhouttea species studied last about 
five days; those of Sinningia species last about three days. 

Secreting nectar costs the plant energy; I wonder why the Vanhouttea 
species need to secrete so much more nectar than the Sinningia species. 


¢ Using a chalcone synthase gene to infer phylogenies in the genus 
Saintpaulia. Caro, S.E., J.M. Stampfle, M.J. Greene & M.A. Kotarski. 
Bios 77: 72-76. 2006. 


The authors performed a DNA sequence analysis of the CHS gene 
(which codes the first stage enzyme in the production of flavonoids in green 
plants) for five species of Saintpaulia. (Their plant samples came from 
Gesneriad Society members.) They found that there are two copies of this 
gene in these species. (Most plant species have multiple copies of this gene, 
with the known number ranging from one to eighteen copies.) They obtained 
estimates of how long certain species have been separated; for example S. 
grotei and S. grandifolia have been separated for an estimated 12.1 million 
years. This work represents further progress toward understanding the evolu- 
tionary history of the genus. 
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e A new species and a new combination in Aeschynanthus (Gesneriaceae) 
from Laos. Middleton, D.J. Edinburgh Journal of Botany 64: 45-50. 2007. 


This is more readable by a non-specialist than many scientific papers. 


A new species of Aeschynanthus was discovered growing in wet ever- 
green forest in Laos at altitudes around 750 meters, often in open areas, 
forest margins, or along streams. It has been named Aeschynanthus mendu- 
mae in honor of the late Mary Mendum who made many contributions to the 
study of the genus until her untimely death. 


The stems of the new species are thin and arching, with leaves spaced at 
about 4 cm. The leaves are leathery, dark green with pale marbling above, up 
to 11 cm long, with slight teeth on the wavy margins. 


The flowers occur both in leaf axils and at the ends of the stems, singly 
or in pairs. The corolla is about 25 mm long, yellow below and red further 
out. The long thin calyx lobes are free to the base and are almost as long as 
the flower. 


This species could be of interest to hybridizers because it has patterned 
foliage without the disadvantage of dull green flowers. However, it is not 
available in open cultivation as far as I know. 


Also, the new combination Aeschynanthus membranifolius was created 
for a herbarium specimen that was originally described in 1912 as a Hoya. 
This species is found in southeastern Indochina. It looks quite a bit like 
Aeschynanthus longicaulis from peninsular Indochina, including having mar- 
bled leaves, but has calyx lobes slightly fused at the base instead of being 
completely free to the base, and the calyx lobes are almost as long as the 
corolla rather than being much shorter. 


I speculate that some of the plants currently in cultivation as Aeschynan- 
thus longicaulis (a.k.a. Aeschynanthus marmoratus) may actually be this 
newly named species. 


¢ Evolution of GCYC, a Gesneriaceae homolog of CYCLOIDEA, within 
Gesnerioideae (Gesneriaceae). Smith, J.F., L.C. Hileman, M.P. Powell & 
D.A. Baum. Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution 31: 765-779. 2004. 


The CYCLOIDEA gene controls floral symmetry. GCYC is the gesner- 
iad version of this gene. The authors studied the DNA sequences for this 
gene in several species. One surprising result is evidence that Bellonia may 
belong in the Gloxinieae. 


Adventurous hybridizers might like to test the possibilities for a cross. 


¢ Nectar concentration and composition of 26 species from the temperate 
forest of South America. Chalcoff, V.R., M.A. Aizen & L. Galetto. Annals 
of Botany 97: 413-421. 2006. 


The authors studied nectar concentration and sugar type in 26 species 
native to the forest of southwestern South America, including Mitraria coc- 
cinea and Asteranthera ovata. 


They cite a couple of interesting new-to-me facts as established in the 
literature; nectar sugar concentration is generally higher in insect-pollinated 
than in vertebrate-pollinated species. Nectar sugar composition of species 
pollinated by hummingbirds, moths, or long-tongued bees is dominated by 
sucrose, whereas nectar of species pollinated by passerine birds, short- 
tongued bees, or neotropical bats is dominated by fructose and glucose. 
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Mitraria coccinea and Asteranthera ovata were studied at Puerto Blest. 
(if you feed this name into Google you will find pictures, and several opera- 
tions offering tours.) This region gets three meters (120 inches) of precipitation 
per year. It snows here; this is the temperate zone, not the tropics. 


In this habitat these gesneriads flower from December to April, i.e., 
summer to fall in the southern hemisphere. I have not had enough success 
with these species to comment on their flowering season in cultivation, but I 
will note that Sarmienta scandens, also from this region, flowers for me from 
about January to April here in the northern hemisphere. 


Nectar concentration for both species was found to be about 30%, and to 
be predominantly sucrose. Interestingly there was also a small amount of an 
unexpected and unidentified sugar. The two gesneriads are said to be polli- 
nated by the local hummingbird species. 


¢ Vegetacién epifita y captacidn de neblina en bosques siempreverdes en 
la Cordillera Pelada, sur de Chile. Woda, C., A. Huber & A. Dohrenbusch. 
Bosque (Valdivia) 27: 231-240. 2006. 


This paper is in Spanish, of course, with an English summary kindly 
provided. 


The authors studied the effect of fog precipitation in the Chilean temper- 
ate rainforest near Valdivia. Total rain in the year 2000 was almost seven 
meters (22 feet). Three to five meters is typical. Half of this was during June 
and July. During the summer "dry" season of November to March, precipita- 
tion is "only" about 200mm (four inches) per month. (This would be 
considered "somewhat wet" here in Boston, Massachusetts, USA.) In the dry 
season, fog precipitation within the forest considerably increases the total 
water available beyond that from direct rainfall, by up to 62% in December. 


Mitraria coccinea and Asteranthera ovata are found in the dim primary 
forest and old dim secondary forest, and are much less common in brighter 
new secondary forest. (Light intensity in the dimmer forest types was about 
7% of full sun.) The greater success of these epiphytes in more established 
forest is probably due to more even humidity and less water stress in the dry 
season. Asteranthera ovata is apparently one of the most common vining 
species in these forests! 


e Antimycobacterial plant terpenoids. Cantrell, C.L., S.G. Franzblau & 
N.H. Fischer. Planta Medica 67: 685-694. 2001. 


All I could get was the abstract for this paper, so I don't know exactly 
what it says. Apparently Sarmienta scandens contains a terpenoid (related to 
turpentine) compound that shows activity against Mycobacterium 
tuberculosis! 


¢ Rain forest islands in the Chilean semiarid region: Fog-dependency, 
ecosystem persistence and tree regeneration. Val, E. del, J.J. Armesto, O. 
Barbosa, D.A. Christie, A.G. Gutiérrez, C.G. Jones, P.A. Marquet & 
K.C. Weathers. Ecosystems 9: 1-13. 2006. 


Fray Jorge National Park is at 30 degrees 40 minutes south near the 
Chile-Argentina border; this is well into the arid zone of the Chilean coast. 
Annual precipitation is 147 mm (about six inches), falling mostly in winter. 
This is not normally enough to support tree growth. Most of the area sup- 
ports only xerophytic vegetation but there are small (few acres) patches of 
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rainforest on the summits of coastal mountains. These forests are maintained 
by fog precipitation. Fog collection can more than double the annual amount 
of available water, and is relatively constant throughout the year. Sarmienta 
scandens and Mitraria coccinea are present in these forests; they are usually 
found much further south in wetter territory. 


¢ Petrocodon ferrugineus (Gesneriaceae), a new species from Guangxi, 
China. Wei, Y.-G. Novon 17: 135-137. 2007. 


A new species, Petrocodon ferrugineus Y. G. Wei (Gesneriaceae) from 
Guangxi Province in southern China, is described and illustrated. Its relation- 
ship with Petrocodon dealbatus Hance is discussed. The new species is 
distinguished by the dense villous pubescence of the leaves, bracts, and plant 
axes; filaments that are linear, glabrous, curved, and somewhat expanded 
in the middle; and fruits with 4-loculicidal, but not septicidally dehiscent, 
capsules. 


(Petrocodon dealbatus is rosette about one foot across, with small flow- 
ers, from low altitudes in Hubei and Guizhou, China.) 


¢ Diversity of cycloidea-like genes in Gesneriaceae in relation to floral 
symmetry. Citerne, H.L., M. Moller & Q. C. B. Cronk. Annals of Botany 
86: 167-176. 2000. 


The authors find that floral symmetry in actinomorphic gesneriads does 
not appear to result from loss of function of cycloidea-like genes. Examina- 
tion of the very earliest stages of flower development in Ramonda myconi 
under an electron microscope does not show any evidence of zygomorphy. 


To many of our readers this summary probably will not mean much 
without some background. Most gesneriad flowers have side-to-side symme- 
try (zygomorphic) but not radial symmetry (actinomorphic). The genetic 
source of this side-to-side symmetry trait has been studied extensively in the 
snapdragon, a member of a closely related family, and has been found to be 
controlled by a gene named cycloidea and to a lesser extent by another gene 
named dichotoma. The gesneriad family has a cycloidea-like gene named 
GCYC, which is assumed to control floral symmetry. 


A few gesneriad species, such as Ramonda myconi, have radial-symmet- 
ric flowers, and it would be natural to think that these species have lost the 
GCYC gene. This paper shows that this is not the explanation; something 
else is going on. 

A few other interesting tidbits were mentioned in the introduction of the 
paper. Bilateral symmetry includes the abortion of the fifth stamen both in 
snapdragons and gesneriads. Snapdragons produce occasional radial-sym- 
metric mutants (called peloric mutants). These mutants have multiple copies 
of the bottom petal and have an active fifth stamen. (Note that the same sort 
of behavior is sometimes seen in Columnea and other gesneriads.) There is 
evidence that in snapdragons these peloric mutations are not caused by 
genetic mutation but by "extensive methylation". 

We can suspect that similar occasional peloric flowers in gesneriads are 
also not due to genetic mutation, and thus would not be preserved by tissue 
culturing material from the peloric flower. However, there are stable 
"African Violet" and "Florist Gloxinia" peloric cultivars, and the authors sug- 
gest that it might be worth studying these to see whether the GCYC gene is 
implicated. 
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It might also be worth remembering that most gesneriads, like snap- 
dragons, have a central bottom petal, two side petals, and two top petals; this 
is especially obvious in Columnea and Streptocarpus, for example. However, 
there are a few gesneriad species with "upside down" flowers where the cen- 
tral petal is on top; certain former Alloplectus species come to mind. If any of 
our readers is growing such a plant and happens to get a peloric flower, the 
grower could perform a small service for science by verifying that it is the 
top petal that is duplicated and that five stamens are present. 


¢ Phylogenetic reconstruction among species of Chiritopsis and Chirita 
Sect. Gibbosaccus (Gesneriaceae) based on nrDNA Its and cpDNA trnl-F 
sequences. Li, J.-M. & Y.-Z. Wang. Systematic Botany 32: 888-898. 2007. 
The authors studied DNA sequences for fifteen species of Chirita and 
seven species of Chiritopsis. They find evidence that Chiritopsis may be 
more closely related to the rosette Chiritas than previously thought, and that 
it may eventually be necessary to make nomenclatural changes, but they do 
not yet propose such changes. 


¢ Endemic wild ornamental plants from northwestern Yunnan, China. Li, 
X.-X. & Z.-K. Zhou. HortScience 40: 1612-1619. 2005. 


The text of this very readable paper is available online <http://www.kib. 
ac.cn/BioGeoGraphy/chinese%20version/pdf/100605hs.pdf>. It should be of 
interest to gardeners who like exotic plants. 


The topography in northwestern Yunnan features a lot of relief; moun- 
tain peaks extend to 6500 meters altitude (with glaciers), with deep gorges 
down to 600 meters altitude. Vegetation zones range from subtropical to 
alpine. The habitat is conducive to speciation, and this has produced a great 
many interesting plants, including large numbers of rhododendrons, gentians, 
and primulas, for example. 

This paper lists 262 potentially useful ornamental plants. The gesneriads 
listed are: 

Aeschynanthus angustioblongus: red flowers in September; dry hot valleys; 

1300 m 


Aeschynanthus lasianthus: deep red flowers August to October; dry hot 
valleys; 1600-2300 m 

Corallodiscus patens: purplish-blue flowers July to August; alpine 
meadows; 3100 m 


Oreocharis aurantiaca: purple-red flowers August to September; sub 
alpine meadows; 1700-3000 m 


I speculate that it might be possible to grow the latter two outdoors 
along the Pacific Northwest coast of North America. 


The reference to "dry hot valleys" for the Aeschynanthus species 1s inter- 
esting. The climate in this region, as in most mountainous areas, can show 
extreme local variation. The slopes of a gorge may be brown and bare on the 
south-facing slope and forested on the north-facing slope. It would be useful 
to have more details of the climate in this region and the exact habitat of the 
gesneriads. However, most Aeschynanthus species are very tolerant plants, 
and I would expect these two to do well in cultivation. 
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Additions to Species Seed Fund List 3Q09: 


¢ Alsobia punctata (B,F,LM) ¢ Columnea (Dalbergaria) sanguinea 
¢ Amalophyllon clarkii USBRG 96-336 (yellow) 
Boea hemsleyana ¢ Ornithoboea arachnoidea 


Rhabdothamnus solandri (G,T) 


Send orders for species seed to: 
Carolyn Ripps, 21 Sprain Road, Hartsdale, NY 10530 


Deletions from the Species Seed Fund List 


Besleria sp. GRF9783 Besleria sp. GRF98139 
Besleria sp. GRF97108 Columnea arguta 
Besleria sp. GRF97141 Sinningia concinna 


Besleria sp. GRF9853 


Seed Fund Donations 


Donations mailed from Donations from outside the USA 
anywhere in the United States (Canada and other international 
should be sent to: locations) should be sent to: 
Karyn Cichocki Marilyn Allen 
79 Beaver Run Road 8 Brackenridge Place 
Lafayette, NJ 07848 Port Moody, BC, Canada V3H 4G4 


In Memoriam 


Patricia McKee New South Wales, Australia 
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Bob & Dee Stewart and Larry Skog waving farewell to 
attendees of Convention 2009 — see you at the next 
"family reunion" in Vancouver in 2010! 
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CHAPTERS AND AFFILIATES — Presidents or Contacts 


Arizona Desert Sun AV and Gesneriad Society — Ann Stoetzer, 8327 W. Claremont St., Glendale, 
AZ 85305 


Southern Arizona Gesneriad Society — Deb Weinman, 4587 N. Avenida del Cazador, 
Tucson, AZ 84718 


California Culver City — Charlotte Rosengrant, 2705 Krim Dr., Los Angeles, CA 90064 
Delta Gesneriad & AV Society — Barbara Elkin, 2855 Gayle Lane, Auburn, CA 95602 
Grow and Study — Al Striepens, 2225 Deepgrove Ave., Rowland Heights, CA 91748 
Peninsula — JoAnna Behl, 361 Tioga Ct., Palo Alto, CA 94306 
San Francisco Gesneriad Society — Jon Dixon, 55 Tum Suden Way, Woodside, CA 94062 


Colorado Gloxinia Gesneriad Growers — Ann Watterson, 8360 West 70th Ave., Arvada, CO 80004 
Connecticut Connecticut — (Contact) Marcia Kilpatrick, 139 Kenyon Road, Hampton, CT 06247 
Delaware Delaware AV & Gesneriad Society — Quentin Schlieder, 36 South Main St., Smyrna, 

DE 10077 
Florida Bloomin’ Violets & Gesneriads of Palm Beach (Affiliate) — Martha Spyridon, 3548 Ensign 


Circle, Delray Beach, FL 33483 

Caribbean Basin AV & Gesneriad Society — Allan L. Mink, 430 E. Dayton Circle, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL 33312 

Suncoast — Melissa McDowell, 1502 Eastbrook Dr., Sarasota, FL 34231 

Tampa Bay — Jo Anne Martinez, 809 Taray de Avila, Tampa, FL 33613 


Georgia Atlanta Gesneriad Interest Group (Affiliate) — Kathy Spissman, 4086 Brownlee Dr., 
Tucker, GA 30084 
Illinois Northern Illinois — Janice Poole, 487 Kelly Ave., Yorkville, IL 60560 


Kansas/Missouri Heart of America — Nancy Moerer, 413 NE 114th Terr., Kansas City, MO 64155 
Massachusetts New England — Wanda Macnair, 59 Walker St., Cambridge, MA 02138 


Michigan Southeastern Michigan — Richard Holzman, 3836 Jennings, Troy, MI 48083 
Minnesota Twin Cities Area — Sue Chorn, 105 Stinson Blvd., New Brighton, MN 55112 
Missouri Gateway West — Gary Dunlap, 4189 Jarvis Road, Hillsboro, MO 63050 


Nebraska/Iowa Omaha — Tom Bruning, 31233 Beechnut Rd., Treynor, IA 51575 


New Hampshire Granite State AV & Gesneriad Society — Barbara Spofford, 3 Libby Dr., Biddeford, 
ME 04005 


New Jersey Frelinghuysen Arboretum — Mary Lou Robbins, 21 Overlook Rd., Boonton Township, 
NJ 07005 


New York AV and Gesneriad Society of Western New York — Paul Kroll, 4325 Two Rod Rd., East 
Aurora, NY 14052 


Gesneriad-Dicts of Western New York — Doug Burdick, 2366 Doran Rd., Lima, NY 14485 
Greater New York — Gary Vellenzer, 49 E. 12th St., Apt. 6B, New York, NY 10003 

Long Island — Kay Rotando, 131 Taft Ave., Long Beach, NY 11561 

Vestal AV & Gesneriad Society — Colin Dimon, 833 E. Circle Dr., Vestal, NY 13850 


Oregon Mt. Hood — Vivian Scheans, 4660 SW Dogwood Drive, Lake Oswego, OR 97035 
Pennsylvania Liberty Bell — Stephen Maciejewski, 2030 Fitzwater Street, Philadelphia, PA 19146 
Tennessee Tennessee — Molly Schneider, 608 Hillwood Drive, Nashville, TN 37205 


Washington Puget Sound — Rohm Gustafson, 158 18th Ave., Seattle, WA 98122 
Washington, DC National Capital Area — Jim Roberts, 2408 Henson Dr., Marriottsville, MD 21104 


Canada Carefree — Elaine Stutt President. Contact Gloria Martin, 298 Michener Dr., Regina, SK 
S4V 0J4, Canada 
Edmonton — Jeff Jackson, #1301 9020 Jasper Ave., Edmonton, AL, TSH 3S8 Canada 
Ontario Gesneriad Society of Guelph — Bevin Anderson, 476 Woolwich St., Guelph, ON 
N1H 3X5, Canada 
Toronto — Vincent Woo, 25 Soho St., #P310, Toronto, ON, MST 3L8 Canada 


Vancouver AV & Gesneriad Society — Arleen Dewell, #31 1-2366 Wall St., Vancouver, BC, 
VSL 4Y1 Canada 


Sweden Gesneriasts of Sweden — Ywonne Fors, Kvarnforsv. 16, 784 66 Borlange, Sweden 


Go to www.gesneriadsociety.org for chapter email contacts. 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


Bylaws: Copies of The Gesneriad Society Bylaws are available to all members by writing to Allison Brigham, 


1122 8th Street, Golden, CO 80401 USA. 
Chapters: Report changes of chapter presidents to the Chapters and Affiliates Chair and the Editor. 
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Donations 


The Gesneriad Society, Inc. is a tax-exempt organization with an IRS section 501 (c)(3) status 
for donations. You can make your donations online at www.gesneriadsociety.org. You may 
also send your donation (check payable to The Gesneriad Society) to: 
Paul Susi, Development Chairperson 
117-01 Park Lane South, Apt. C1A, Kew Gardens, NY 11418 


For additional information, contact: <development @ gesneriadsociety.org>. 


Membership and Changes of Address 


The Gesneriad Society Membership Secretary, Bob Clark, 
1122 East Pike Street, PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA 


Changes of Address — Send changes of address to the Membership Secretary <membership 
@ gesneriadsociety.org> 90 days prior to moving to avoid missing an issue. The Society is not 
responsible for replacing issues missed because of late notification of address changes. Back 
issues may be ordered from The Gesneriad Society Publications. 


Renewals — Send dues to the Membership Secretary. A Renewal Notice is sent two months 
prior to the expiration date of your membership. (The expiration date is printed on your mailing 
label/membership card on the back cover of GESNERIADS.) Please remit your dues prior to the 
expiration date to avoid missing an issue as we are not responsible for replacing issues missed 
because of late payment of dues. Back issues may be ordered from Publications. 


Application for Membership — The Gesneriad Society, Inc. 


WELCOME — membership in our international society includes quarterly issues of GESNERIADS — 
The Journal for Gesneriad Growers, a copy of How to Know and Grow Gesneriads, a packet of 
gesneriad seeds and a wealth of information about our Chapters, Flower Shows, Publications, 
Research, Slide Programs and Seed Fund. Membership begins upon receipt of dues. 


L] New Member Date 
L] Renewal Membership # 


Name 


Address 


FAMILY NAME GIVEN NAME MIDDLE INITIAL 
STREET 


CITY STATE ZIP CODE COUNTRY 


Telephone 


(Rates in US$) 1 year 3 years 1 year 3 years 
C1 Researeh (inion 
CO Life Mailing in US $375 


I wish to make an additional tax-deductible contribution of $ 

L] Elvin McDonald Research Endowment Fund [1] Nellie D. Sleeth Scholarship Endowment Fund 

[_] Frances Batcheller Endowment Fund L] Convention Speakers Fund L] Gesneriad Research Center Fund 
L] InHonor L] Memory of 


Please make checks or money orders payable, in US$ on a US bank to: The Gesneriad Society 
Or, charge my L] VISA, or L] MasterCard 
Card # Exp. Date 


Signature Amount 


Mail to: The Gesneriad Society Membership Secretary, Bob Clark, 
1122 East Pike St., PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA 


For application online: www.gesneriadsociety.org 
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Streptocarpus ‘Dale's Scarlet Macaw' 
(Best Recently Registered Hybrid - GHA Award) 
exhibited by Gail Gray 


Aeschynanthus humilis 
(Runner-Up to Best in Show) 
exhibited by Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses 


